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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Publicus is inadmiffible. The author will please to remember that 
this Magazine was never intended by us, a vehicle for Political con- 
troverfy. He can have his piece, whenever he thinks proper io fend 


for it. 


The Lines by Mortimer, * On an IIluftrious Chara@er,”’ are not 
without their merit, though not fufficiently corre@ for Publication. 


We would take it very kind in Simon Scribble, to pefler us no 
Yonger with his * Abfira@ Ideas,” for we muft candidly own they 
ave totally incomprehenfible at leaf? to us. 


~ Several other communications are under confideration and will be 
noticed in our next. 
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Some PARTICULARS concerninoe Me. VAILLANT’s 
JOURNEY to the INTERIOR PARTS of AFRICA. 


HIS learned naturalift, who has refided five years in the 

fouthern part of Africa, departed from the Cape of Good 
Hope with three waggons, each drawn by ten oxen, in order to 
make obfervations in natural hiftory and botany. Several dogs, 
a cock, and an ape followed. Among his baggage he carried 
three hundred pounds of lead, and powder in proportion, to make 
cartouches. Ten Hottentots, whofe language he underitands, 
accompanied him. He had abundance of provifions, and fuffi- 
cient quantity of ftrong liquors. Attended by this train he paf- 
fed without any danger, through the territories of different pet- 
ty fovereigns ; after which he found only hordes, who received 
hima with much friend{hip, and who often put themfelves under 
his proteétion. Thefe tribes are Nomades, or wandering peo- 
ple, who fojourn in one part of the country no longer than while 
they find provifions: they often emigrate, and fometimesto a 


great diftance, The country through which he aveiied ae . 
end- 


rude in its afpeét, and fo difficult to be paffed, that his att 
ants were obliged, from time to time, to cut dowa the wood, in 
order to make a paflage. When he had advanced a great way 
inio the country, he met with whole herds of elephants, which 
were firit gbferved ina coppice, by a Hottentot who had climb- 
edupatree: The African having remarked one feparated from 
the reft, Mr, Vaillant made a circuit, in order to get ai 


view of the animal which he faw thake its head ; for the ant 


when motionlefs, amidit the obfcurity appeared to him like a rock. 
He fired at it, and the ball of his carabine penetrating its fore- 
Q@2 head,. 
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head, killed it upon the fpot. Mr. Vaillant, however, liad thie 
prudence, before he fired, to point out the coppice to his Hote 
tentots, giving them orders to fet fire to the bufhes, and to the 
dry and long grafs which furrounded it, as it is well known that 
elephants may always be put to flight by fire. This traveller 
killed. five others at the bottom. of a rock, to which he had+re- 
tire@, in-order to avoid danger :-he difpatched them with the 
greater facility, as the whole troop in their flight were obliged 
to’ pafs within mufket-fhot of the place where he ftood. He 
killed alfo five,cameleopards, one of which animals was brought 
to Paris.* 

He remarked, that the lion when not hungry flies from man; 
hut one bolder than the reft ftopped and gazed upon him, with 
a look full of majeftic dignity which Mr. Vaillant returned with 
equal firmnefs and intrepidity, without turning afide, and with- 
out attempting to fly. 

This botanical traveller had a cock with him, to ferve him inftead 
ofa watch, m cafe his time-keeper fhotld be deranged; and an ape 
to tafte the fruits and provifions, that he might know thofe which 
were fit to be eaten. This wife preeaution, perhaps, faved him 
from being poifoned. The cock followed, fearching out his 
way during the whole journey ; and the ape to refrefh itfelf, got 
fometimes upon the back of one of the large dogs, with which 
he lived in the greateft harmony. 


Son 





No Life pleafing to Gon that is not ufeful to Mane 
Ax EASTERN STORY. 


YTHAGORAS being afked, in what man could refemble. 
the Divinity? juftly anfwered, “In beneficence an@ truth.” 
In the Perfian Chronicle of the five hundred = thirteenth 
year of the Heigyra, it is thus written. 


Of the Letter of Cosrov, the Imad 


It pleafed our mighty fovereign, Abbas Carafcan, from whom 
the kings of the earth derive honour and dominion, to fet Mir- 
vz, his fervant, over the province of Tauris. In the hand of 
Mirza thé balance of diftribution was fufpended with impartial- 


ity 
. Y, thefe animals have ewer been feen alive in Europe. 
The e forme: ‘ly foewn ct Rome as great curivfilies. Suidas ob- 





ny that Cefar was the firfi who exh: “Lit led one of them to the Re- 
man people. Several of them atteneed the triamphant eniry of the Ent 
ror Aurelian. 
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ity’ and under his adminiftration the weak were proteéted, the 
Jearned received honour, and the diligent became rich: Mirza, 
therefore, was beheld by every eye with complacency, and every. 
tongue pronounced bleflings upon his head. But it was obferv- 
ed that he derived no joy from the benefits which he diffufed: he 
became penfive and melancholy ; he {pent his leifure in folitude; 
in his palace he fat motionlefs upon a fofa; and when he went out 
his walk was flow, and his eyes were fixed upon the ground: he 
applied to the bufinefs of flate with reluétance, and refolved to 
relinquifh the toil of government, of which he could no longer 
enjoy the reward. He therefore obtained permiffion to approach 
the throne of our fovereign; and being afked what was his 
requeit? he made this reply: ‘“* May the lord of the world for- 
** give the flave whom he has honoured, if Mirza prefume again 
** to lay the bounty of Abbas at his feet. Thou haft given me 
“ the dominion of a country fruitful as the gardens of Damafcus ; 
** a city, glorious above all others, except that only which re- 
“ flects the {plendour of thy prefence. But the longeft life is 
“ a period fearce fufficient to prepare for death; all other. bufi- 
“ nefs is vain and trivial, as the toil of emets in the path of the 
* traveller, under whofe foot they perifh for ever, and all enjoy- 
*< ment is unfubftantial and evanefcent, as the colours of the bow 
‘“« that appears in the interval of a ftorm. Suffer me, therefore 
** to prepare for the approach of eternity; let me give up my 
foul to meditation; let folitude and filence acquaint me with 
the mytteries of devotion; let me forget the world, and by the 
** world be forgotten, till the moment arrives, in which the veil 
** of eternity fhall fall, and I fhall be found at the bar of the 
“ Almighty.”? Mirza then bowed himfelf to the earth, and 
* flood filent.—By the command of Abbas it is recorded, that. 
at thefe words he trembled upon that throne, at the footitool of 
which the world pays homage: he looked round upon his nobles; 
but every countenance was pale, and every eye was upon the 
earth. No man opened his mouth; and the king firft broke fi- 
lence, after it had continued near an hour. 

“Mirza, terror and doubt are come upon me. I am alarmed 
asa man who fuddenly perceives that he is at the brink of a 
precipice, and is urged forward by an irrefiftible force: but 
yet I know not whether my danger is a reality or adream. I 
am asthou art, a reptile of the earth; my life is a moment; 
and eternity, in which days, and years, and ages are nething, 
eternity is before me, for which I alfo fhould prepare: but 
“ | whom then muft the faithful be governed? by thofe only 
whe Lave no fear of judgment? by thofe only, whofe life is 


“* brutal, becaufe like brutes, they do not- confider that per 
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© fhall die? or who indeed are the faithful? are the bufy multi-: 
“* tudes that croud the city in a ftate of perdition? and is the 
* cell of the Dervice alone the gate of paradife? 

« To all, the life of a Dervile is not poflible; to all, there- 
« fore, it cannot be a duty. Depart to the houfe which has in 
« this city been prepared for thy refidence: I will meditate the 
*¢ reafon of thy requeit; and may he who illuminates the mind 
* of the humble, inable me to determine with wifdom!” 

Mirza departed, and on the third day, having received no 
eommand, he again requefted an audience, and it was granted. 
When he entered the royal prefence, his countenance appeared 
more cheerful; he drew a letter from his bofom, and, having kif- 
fed it, he prefented)it with his right hand. ‘ My lord,” faid 
he, *‘ [have learned by this letter, which I received from Cof- 
** rau the Iman, who now ftands before thee, in what manner 
< life may be belt’ coved. I am enabled to look back with 
« pleafure, and forward with hope;, and I fhail now rejoice {till 
* to be the thaddow of thy power at Tauris, and to keep thofe 
«© honours which ] fo lately wifhed to refign.”” The king who 
had liitened to Mirza with a ifxture of furprize and curofity, 
immediately gave the letter to Cofrou, and commanded that it 
fhould be read. ‘The eyes of the court were at once turned upon 
the hoary fage, whofe cowatenance was fuflufed with an honett 
bluih; and it was not without fome hefitation that he read thefe 
words: ; 

« To Mirza, whom the wifdom of Abbas, our mighty lord, 
“ has honoured with dominion, be everlafting health: When I 
<* heard thy purpoe to withdraw the bleflings of thy government 
« from the thouwiands of Tauris, my heart was weunded with 
«© the arrow of affliction, and my eyes became dim with forrow. 
« But who fhail fpeak before the king, when he is troubled? and 
** who fhall boalt of knowledge, when he is diftrefled by doubt? 
«“ To thee I will relate the events of my youth, which thou haft 
«* renewed before me; and thcfe truths which they taught me, 
‘¢ may the prophet multiply to thee. 

“ Under the inftruction of the phyfician Alevzar, I obtained 
“ anearly knowledge of his art. To thofe who were {mitten 
«© with difeafe, 1 could adminifter plants, which the fun has im- 
“¢ preguated with the fpirit of health. But the feenes of pain, 
“ langour, and mortality, which were perpetually rifing before 
* me, mad¢ me often tremble for myfelf. I faw the grave open 
« at my feet; I determined therefore, to contemplate only the 
“ regions beyond it, and to difpife every acquifition which I 
« could not keep. I conceived an opinion, that as there was 
“ mo merit but in voluntary poverty, aud Glent meditation, pit 

who. 
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who defired money were not proper objects of bounty and that 
by all who were proper objeéts of bounty, money was difpifed. 
I therefore buried mine in the earth, and, renouncing fociety, 
I wandered into a wild and fequeftered part of the country: 


* my dwelling was a cave by the fide of a hill; I drank the run- 


ning water from the fpring, and eat fuch fruits and herbs asf 
could find. To increafe the aufterity of my life, [I frequent- 
ly watched all night, fitting at the entrance of the cave, ‘with 
my face to the eaft, refining myfelf to the fecret influences of 
the Prophet, and expecting illuminations from above. One 


* morning, after my no&urnal vigil, juft as I perceived the ho- 


rizon glow at the approach of the fun, the power of fleep be- 
came irrefiftible, and I funk under it. I imagined myfelf {till 
fitting at the entrance of my cell; that the dawn increafed; 
and that as I looked earmeftly for the firft beam of day, a dark 
{pot appeared to interrupt it. I perceived that it was in mo- 
tion; it inereafed in fize at it drew near, and at length I dif- 
covered it to be an eagle.—I ftill kept my eye fixed ftedfaitly 
upon it, and faw it alight at a fmall diftance, where I now de- 
{cried a fox whofe two forelegs appeared to be broken. Before 
this fox the eagle laid part of a kid, which fhe had brought 
in her talons, and then difappeared. 

«© When I awaked I laid my forehead upon the ground, and 
bleffed the Prophet for the inftruction of the morning. I re- 
viewed my dream, and faid thus to myfelf: Cofrou, thou halk 
done well to renounce the tumoult, the bufinefs, and the van- 
ities of life; but thou haft as yet only done it fin part; thou 
art ftill every day bufied in the fearch of food; thy mind it not 
wholly at reft, neither is thy truft in Providence complete. 
What art thou taught by this vifion? If thou haft feen an-ea- 
gle commiffioned by heaven to feed a fox that is lame,"fhall not 
the hand of heaven alfo fupply thee with food; when that 
which prevents thee from procuring it for thyfelf,. is not necef- 
fity but devotion? I was now fo confident of a miraculous fup- 
ply, that I neglected to walk out for my repaft, which after 
the firft day, Lexpected with an impatience that left me little 
power of attending to any other objeét. This impatience, how- 
ever, I laboured to fupprefs, and perfifted in my refolution; 
but my eyes at-length began to fail me, and my knees {mote 
each other; I threw myfelf backward, and hoped my weak- 
nefs would foon increafe to infenfibility.—But I was fudden- 
ly rouzed by the voice of an invifible being, who pr-.ounced 
thefe words: 

Cofrou, Iam an angel who, by the command of the Almigh- 


ty, have regiftered- the thoughts of thy heart, which | am now 
eommiflioned to reprove. While thou wait attempting te become 


wile 
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wife above that which is revealed, thy folly has perverted the ja. 
firuétion which was vouchfafed thee. Art thou difabled as the 
fox? hait thou not rather the power of the eagle? Arife let the 
eagle be the object of thy emulation. To pain and ficknefs, be 
thou again the meflenger of eafeand health. Virtue is not reft, 
but action. If thou doft good to man, as an evidence of thy love 
to God, thy virtue will be exalted from moral to divine; and that 
happinefs, which is the pledge of paradife, will be thy reward 
upon earth. 

« At thefe words I was not lefs aftonifhed than if a moutain 
«¢ had been overturned at my feet; I humbled myfelf in the duft; 
<< T returned to the city; I dug up my treafure; I was liberal, 
«< yet I became rich. My {kill in reftoring health to the body, 
«« eave me requent opportunities of curing the difeafes of the 

Bul. I put on the facred veflmeyts; I grew eminent beyond 
* my merit; and it was the pleafure of the king that I. fhould 
«“< ftand before him. Now, therefore, be not offended; I boat 
* of no knowledge that I have not received; as the fands of the 
« defert drink up the drops of rain, or the dew of the morning, 
* {> do I alfo, who am but duft, imbibe the inftruGion of the 
«© Prophet. Believe then that it is he who tells thee, all know~ 
“« ledge is prophane, which terminates in thyfelf; and by a life 
¢ wailted in {peculation, little even of this can be gained. When 
“¢ the cates of Paradice are thrown open before thee, thy mind 
«¢ {hall be irradicated in a moment: here thou canit little more 
«¢ than pile error upon error; there thou fhalt build truth upon 
truth. Wait therefore for the glorious vifion ; and in the mean 
*¢ time emulate the eagle. —M uch is in thy power, and therefore 
«¢ much is expected of thee. Though the Almighty only can 
give virtue, yet as a Prince, thou mayeft ftimulate thofe to 
* beneficence, who act from no higher motive than immediate: 
intereft; thou canft not produce the principle, but mayeit en- 
« force the practice. The relief of the poor if equal, whether 
“* they receive it from oftentation or charity; and the effec of 
* example is the fame, whether it be intended to obtain the fa- 
* your of Godor man. Let thy virtue be thus difflufed; and if 
thou believeft with reverence, thou fhalt be accepted above.— 
Farewell. May the {mile of Him, who refides in the heaven 
of heavens, be upon thee! and againft thy name in the vol- 
ume of his will, may happinefs be written !” . 
The King, whofe doubts, like thofe of Mirza, were now re- 
moved, looked up with a {mile that communicated the joy of his 
mind. ‘J‘> difmiffed the Prince to his government; and com- 
manded thefe events to be recorded, to the end that pofterity 
may know, “ that no life is pleafing to God, but that which is 
“ ufcful to mankind!” Te 


a «ea 
. 











ATanners and C ufloms of the Ruffian Peafants. 


To the Editor of the Literary Mufeum. 
Sir, 
| The pleafure I received in the perufal of your Magazine 
for Fanuary laf, has led me to tranfmit the following piete to you for 
publication. With my bef wifes for the fuccefs of your undertakingy 
permit me to fulfcribe myfelf 
jancersly Yours Se. 


HISTORICUS. 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24th 179% 


HE Ruffian gentlemen have almoit adopted the fame 
manner of living as that of the other nations of Europe 
The citizens being for the moft part, flaves who have been made 
free, retain, in a great meafure, the manners of their primitive 
ftate, and are very few in number. It is amongft the peafants, 
therefore that we muft look for the true national character of the 
Ruffians. Some of them are flaves of the crown, and the reft, 
who form the greater number, are flaves to the great lords, who 
have every pow’: over them, except that of life and death. Thé 
Ruffian peafants were originally free ; but zbout the middle of 
the fixteenth century, they were made part of every eftate, in or- 
der to prevent emigration. Since that period a cuftom has pre- 
vailed of treating them entirely as ferfs, of felling and buying 
them, and of transferring them as property in any other manner, 
Their yoke, however, is much eafier than that of the peafants of 
Livonia, becaufe the Livonian gentlemen confider theirs as pro- 
cured by conqueft, while the Ruffian peafants have the fame cri- 
gin as their mafters. 

The ordinary food of the Ruffian peafants, befides bread is the 
Jchutfchi, vost is to fay a kind of a foup made of cabbage, ren- 
dered four by fermentation, and hafhed very fmall: this foup 
js for the moft parc, accompanied with a piece of boiled meat. 
Their drink is divas; a fort of four yellowifh {mall beer, which 
they brew themfelves in large earthen pans. ‘Their drefs confifts 
of a fhirt always very neat, which hangs over their breeches, a li- 
nen frock, a furtout fhaped like their frock, and made of coarfe 
woollen cloth ; the whole defcends as low as their knees, and is 
faftened to the body with a girdle. In winter inftcad of a fur- 
tout, they wear a cloak of fheeps fkin, their heads are bare in 
fummer, and in winter covered with a cap. 

“hey Wear no covering to their necks either winter or fummer 5 
their legs cre wrapt up ia bandages of cloth ; but they ufe thoes, or 
rather a kind of flippers made of the rind of trees eut into flips, 
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which are interwoven together. The women are drefled almaft 

in the fame manner as the men ¢ but their exterior garments are 

loofe, and not faftened witha girdle ; they are alfo very long, 
aad reach down to their fect. 

Their woeden huts have ail a perfect referblance one to anos, 
ther. They are built in. villages, bordering the highway, tre 
placed parallel to it, and are covered with boards. Nothing: is feen 
but a wall formed of, planks, having two or three holes in it, 
which ferve as windows, ‘Thefe windows are only large enough 
forone to put the head through them. They are feldom filkd 
with {cuares of glafs ; but in the infide there is a piece of wood 
to fhut them during the night, or in the trme of bad weather. 
On the one fide of the hut ts a fmall gate, which conducts to a 

yard, the gr eater part of which isc overed with wooden plerks 


to thelter their carts, hay, &c. From the yard you enter the 
houfe by a back door, to which you go up by 2 ‘few f eps, and 
when you have opened the door, you find in the firft corner, 


towards the right hand, a ftove conftru&ied of bricks, which 


ferves them for culin lary purpofes, and to warn the apartment. 
Around the ftove, an d ona level with its top, iors a circular 
projection upon which the family fleep, and take enoon nap, 
as well as on the ove i itielf, however warm it may ne ; fer the 
are remarkably fond ] of exceffive heat » in Ai corner oppofite to 
the ftove, in a diagonal direétio ny that I ays in the corner on 
t he height efa man. 


of 
the left, ftands a fmall wooden thelf, at shat t! 
containing afew images of their faints, r raged 1 in order, and fur- 
round aby {mall wax candles or lamps, which are lighted on cer- 
tain feftivals; the drapery of thefe faints is embotled, and form- 
‘ined of tin’ plate or of copper, gilt ; but the vifage, the hands 
the feet, and in gener l all the naked parts, are only painted, 
"The Roffians pretend that they ere authorifed to ave painted 
images, hut none of carved work, beeaufe the commandment 
fays, *¢ Thou fhalt not make unto thee any pre image.” 
All around the zi is.a large wooden bench, made for fitting or 
fleeping upon. Ne2rer the door then the faints, and to the 
left as you enter, there is a lonz table, formed of two beards, 
jeincd together lengzthwife and befure it, on one fide the bench 
already mentioned, and on the otber a portable-bench much 
narrower. ‘The reft of the eae confilts of a wooden bafon, 
fufpended from the roof, on one fide cf the ftove, in order to wath 
their hands whenever cheantinefs recuires it ; a wooden platter, 
two or iiiree wooden difh s, anda few wooden fpoons. 

As the hut forms only one aparimert, all mix togeth er with- 
vut any diitinction : ‘one may fee fleeping on the earth, on the 
beach, oron the top of the love, the matter of the honfe, the 

[" a ; 
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without any feandal. In fome huts, however there is a particular 
corner for the mafter and miftrefs, but it is feparated from the 
reft only by a curtain, fuipended from a pole placed in an hori- 
zintal direCtion. ‘Thefe huts haveno chimneys ; the fmoke there- 
fore, renders them exceedingly black in the infide. Ifthey are 
erttered at the time when the miftrefs ofthe family is preparing 
dinner'the fmoke, aad the finell of the onions, which they ufe in 
all their difhes, do not fail to make thofe fick who are not accuf- 
tomed to them. When the fmoke becomes too powerful to be 
refifted, they open a {mall wicket, which is a little higher than 


the window, in order to give it vent ; but thefe peafants do this | 


with reluctance, as the fear that part of the heat may efcape 
at the fame time; they are fond of being’ as it were roafted in 
their huts. 

‘Thefe peafants fupply all their own wants; they make their 
own thoes, benches, tables, wooden dithes, and conftru& their 

own ftoves, and huts. The females alfo weave a kind of cloth 

which refembles a very broad ribband, they have occafion, there- 
fore, to buy only a little woollen cloth or fheeps fkins to cover 
them ; their girdles, which they confider as objects of great lux- 
uty, and the iron they employ for their implements of hufban- 
dry. 

The Ruffian peafants are temperate in eating but not in 

crinking : they are extremely fond of {trong liquors, and often 
oe intoxicated, efpecially on their feftivals. ‘They think they 
would not thew their refpe€t for their faints, did they not ho- 
nor them by getting drunk ; and they have a word to exprefs 
the flate in which one finds one’s felf next day. They call this 
ftate, between health and ficknefs, /poAlimelie ; the women are 
addicted to drinking as well as the men. They cannot be ac- 
cufed of lazinefs; but they confider labor asa neceffary evil, 
and never execute any piece of work thoroughly, contenting 
themfeives with finifhing it ina very imperfe¢t manner; for thie 
reafon therefore, they leseech up the ground, inflead of tHE ing it. 
‘They are fond of keeping their perfons neat : however, dirty 
sheir upper garments may be, their fhirts are always clean ; they 
have warm or vaporated ‘baths, i into which the men and women 
boys and girls, without diltin¢tion, plunge themfeives two or 
three timesa week. An order has lately been made, forbidding 

different fexes to mix together promifcuoully y in thefe baths ; but: 
this order is very little obferved. 

‘hey marry when very young, and often even at the command 
of their matters. Paterna! authority among them is very great, 
aed it coatinues during the livesof their children ; a father may 

Ra gave 


miftrefs, the children, and fervants, both male and female, and al? 
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give a blow with a ftick to his fon of whatever age or eondition 
he may be. We are told, that an old peafant having gone to vi- 
fit his fon, who had made a fortune in the army, and who enjoy- 
eda confiderable rank, the latter was fo proud of his promoticn, 
that he ordered his domeflicks to fend the old man about his bu- 
fine's. ‘fhe father, however having found means to enter the 
houfe when none of the fervants were in the way, took a large 
cudgel, and gave his fon a found beating; nor did the fon, fo 
powerful was parental authority, dare to defend himfelf, or to 
call out for affiftance. 

‘The people in Ruffia are very hofpitable. A Ruffian peafant, 
when on a journey, enters whatever houfe he choofes, makes the 
fign of the crofs before aa image, falutes the compaay, and lays 
dowa his knapfack without any ceremony. If he finds the fam- 
ily at table, he fays bread and falt, upon which the matter of the 
houfe replies, eat my bread, and thé itranger immediately places 
himfelf among the company. If he happens to arrive when the 
people are not at meals, he fits down among the ret without any 
formality at the proper time. If it be inthe evening, he fleeps 
in the hut, and the next morning departs very early without fay- 
ing a word: if the family are up, he fays, I thank you for bread 
and falt. A ftranger who is travelling, mects with almoft the 
fame hofpitality, if he can be fatisfied with the ufual fare of thefe 
peafants; if he cannot he muft pay the full price for every thing 
extraordinary ; he pays alfo for the hay which the horfes have eat 5 
but the price is always moderate. 

Whatever little money thefe peafants acquire, they place it be- 
hind their images, and commit it to their care. Robbery is ne- 
ver heard of among them, although the doors of their huts are 
always open, and often left without any perfon to guard them. 
However difinterefted the Ruffians may be naturally, they foon 
become fond of money, efpecially when they begin to trade; they 
have then a perfect refemblance to the Jews; they are as exorbi- 
tant in the prices which they afk, and equally ready to take every 
advantage ; but at the fame time they are equally difpofed to fell 
wath a {mall profit, when they cannot get rid of their goods in 
any other manner. 

Thefe peafants are not fullen, like thofe of Germany; they 
{peak much, are very polite, and even fometimes to excefs. Their 
mode of faluting is by thaking one another by the hand, and by 
bowing. Their equals they cali brothers, and their fuperiors they 
call fathers. Before their lords, and before thofe from whom 
they afk a favour, they proftrate themfelves, that is to fay, ftretch 
themfelves out at their length on the ground. 'Thefe Ruffians 
have very little ambition: If you fpeak to them with milduefs, 

you 
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you may obtain from them whatever you defire; and they will 
not be offended when you call them knaves and cheats, and even 
much worfe. They are véry honett; but when they ceafe to be 
fo, one cznnot ufe too much precaution not to be a dupe to their fe 
promifes. Their minds receive very little cultivation, for they 
can neither read nor write; ali their learning coniifts in a few pro-. 
verbs, which they tranfmit from father te fon. They are fond i 
of vocal mufick, and are always finging. The labourey fings be-, 
hind his plow, the coachman on his box, and the carpenter on. 
the roof of the hut where he is at work; their fongs are general- . 
ly upon love, and their mufick is very monotonous. a 
The religion of the Ruffians is that of the Greek church; that .| 
of thefe peafants confifts in going to hear mafs, in proftrating t 
themfelves evening and morning before their images, faying go/- 
podi pomiloui, Lord have pity upon me! in making the fign of the i 
crofs before and after meals, or when pafling a church, and laftly P 
in obferving Lent. y 
Dhis lait art:cle is abfolutely indifpenfible; a Ruffian peafant. qi 
is firmly perfuaded that God would fooner pardon murder than a qi 
violation of Lent. Their priefts are equally ignorant as them- : 
felves; all their learning confifts in knowing their ritual pretty, 
well, and in being able to give a benediction, even in the itrects 
to thofe who afk it, gratis, or for the value of a penny, or a half- 
Denny. . 
One village has fometimes more than one church, and church-, ‘ 
esare in general very numerous in Ruffia, becaufe it is a work of 
great merit to found one. The ringing of bells is here almoft, 
continual, as it is thought to be a part of religious fervice. Be- 
fides churches, one finds on the highways {mall chapels, images - 
covered by little wooden houfes, and {prings of water accounted ; 
facred or miraculous, which have generally fmall chapels in their | 
neighbourhood. ‘The late Emprefs has formed a plan for gradu- 
ally inftructing thefe people, by fending fchoolmaftcrs among 4 








them, and priefts to enlarge their ideas with refpeé to religion. au 
‘MEMOIR ON PLANTS WHICH EMIT LIGHT ; ap. 
BY Ma. HAGGERON. 

LeGurer on Natural Hifory. : 

TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH. | ‘y 

N the year 1783, having accidentally perceived 2 faint light | Bh 
on the marigold, calendula officinalis, 1 refolved to obferve this a 
curious phenomenon with the greatef attention. In order that “ea 


I might be certain that it was not an illufion, I ftationed a man 
wcar me, whom I ordered to make a fignal as foon as he fhould 
R3 obferve 








126 Memoir ou Plants which emit Light. 


obferve the luminous xppearance; I always found that we both 
faw the light at the fame inflant. 

This light is molt vifible ia marigolds of a deep orange tint, 
and almoit imperceptible in thole of a pale-color. 

This light may be often feen three or four times lnccelinvely 
upon the fame flowe r5 but oft-times it 1s not pere eived till after 
fame minutes, and if it happens that feveral flowers grow near 
ene another emit this light at the fame time, it may be obferved 
zt a contideralbe diftmuce. 

This plienomenon is obferved in the menths of July and Auguft 
at fun fet, and half an hour after the atmofphere has become 
clear; when the atmofphere is full of moiit vapors, or when it 
has rained durmg the day, nothing of this kind can be perceived. 
"The following flowers exhibit this luminous appearance in a great- 
er or lefs degree, and in the following order. Tirft, the mari- 
geld; fecondly, the capuchin, tropeolum majus; thirdly the red 
lilly, filiuin budbiferum ; fourthly, the indian pink, fagetes paiula 


_bhereMa3 Vhave remarked it alfo fometimes upon the fun flower, 


helignthus annuus; but a deep orange color is generally ncceflary 
for the appearance of this light, becaufe I have acver‘obferved it 
upon flowers of any other color. 

To be certain that this phenomenon was not occafioned by 
{mall infe&s,. or phofphorie worms, I examined the flowers with 
the greateft attention, by the help of a,microfcepe, but I never 
was able to difcover any. , 

From the celerity of the appearance of this phenomenon, we 
may, I think beallowed to conclude, that there is fomething of 
detizicity in it; we know that at the moment when the piftil of 
2 fiaur has acquired its maturity, the pollen burfts out by its “ats 
ticity; this inclined me to believe that electricity even was c 
nected with this clafticity; but after having cbferved the lig “a 
upon the red lilly, where the antherce are at a great diftance rs ot 
the petuis, I fond that the light proceeded from the petals, and 
nat rom the anthere. Onthis account therefore | am induced 
tothink, that this cleétric heht iscaufed by the pollen, which 
upon burfling, throws itfelf every where over the petals. 
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TATUR AL hitory » and labove all that of remote countries 
b 4 hich § 3 had aceef ‘faith, 
f to which few travellers have had aceefs, can never fail of 
afford: ng pleafare ; efpecially to thofe who are fond of contem- 
plating the works of ature. P eople who zre fep rated from other 


matic: iS, a i] co nfin ed - ‘ont {pot, where the fan ne feenes are in- 
. T-- 95 ir ¢y 1 nina — - 
fT thy es | fer nted tot th t reye: 9 ¥ ecome in a bahar, infentible 
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ef the wonderful objects with which our globe abounds; and 
their curiofity can only be nwakened by remarkable and extracr- 
dina ry obfervations. Of this kind are the followi ing refpecting 
the condor. 

This monftrous and fingular bird is found in Peru, on the edie 
of Chili, in the mountains of Quito, in the Cc siilleras, and 
other parts of South America. The diftance from the tip of one 
of its wings to the tip.of the other, when extended, is general- 
ly 15 feet, Its claws refemble thofe of domeflic fowls rather 
than thofe of birds of prey; but its bill is Rrong enough to tear 
up the belly of an ox. It frequents the mountains, as its coniti- 
tution feems to require; for it would foon languifh and droop, 
were it to remain in the low lands; it however comes down from 
the mountains in time of rain, or when the cold is fevere. The 
itrencth and voracieufnefs cf thefe birds are fo great, that we 
are 2 fared they fometimes carry off and devour children of twelve 


: 
years of age. This perhaps may be a little exaggerated; byee 


it is certain that they often feize jambs, and carry them @ 
with the greatelt facility. 

The Indians have devifed varicus flrategems to furprife them, 
and to flop their ravages. Sometimes they place traps for them 
near fome carrion; others kill fome ufelefs animal, and rub its- 
ficth with certain noxious herbs, in order to poifon them; after 
which the bury the fiefh, until it becomes a little corrupted, 
and until the eiuvia of the herbs be entinely evaporated, for thele 
birds would not approch did they in the leat fmell them. They 
then take the animal from the earth, and leave it expofed in the 
open air. “The Condors come in great numbers to feed upon it; 
but they are foon intoxicated and become giddy; they fall moti- 
enlefs on the ground and while they are in this flate, which con- 
tinues for fome time, the Indians have leifure to attack and kill 
them. sa Condamine relates another method ufed to deftroy 
thefe animals, fo deftrutive to the flocks. They expole as a bait 
the amet of a child, made of a kind of earth remarkal bly vilcous 
and glutinous; upon this they dart down, with incredible force, 
and entangle their talons in fuch a manner, that they. cannot ex- 
tricate them. ‘The Condors have fo much ftrength, that, wit! 
a fingle blow of their wings, they fometimes knock down a maa 
whe ‘aie mptsto feize Aten _ whe; even parry, in fomet meature, 
with the affailants, and prefent one wing to ward ef the blows 
which vk aimed at them; fo that it is with great difliculty they 
ca be either taken or killed. 
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Atcount of Me. Howann the celebrated Piitarthrophi) , 


(Concluded from page 76.) 

Bor as itis always much harder to get rid of a bad habit than 
to contract one, I entered on my reform gradually, that is ta 
fay, I began to diminifh my ufual indulgencies sby degrees. I 
found that a heary meal, or a hearty on¢ as it is termed, and a 
chearful glafs, that is to fay, one more than does you good, 
made me incapable, or at beft, difinclined to any ufeful exertions 
for fome hours after dinner; and if the diluting powers of tea 
affited the work of a ditturbed digeltion, fo faras to rettore my 
faculties, a luxurious fupper comes fo clofe upon it, that I was 
fit for nothing but diffization till I went to a lux: urious bed where 
I finifhed the inervating praStices by fleeping eight, ten, and 
fometimes a dozen hours on the ftretch. You will not wonder 
that I rofe the next morning with the folids relaxed, the nerves 
unftrung, the juices thickened, and the conftitution weakened. 
To remedy all this, I ate a little lefs at every meal, and reduced 
my drink in proportion. It is really wond: erfulto confider how 
imperceptibly a fi igle morfel of animal food and a_tea-fpoonful 
of I: quor dedu“ted from the ufual quantity daily, will reftore the 
mental functions without any injury to the gorporeal ; nay, with 
increafe of vigour to both. I brought myfelf in the fir infance 
from dining upon many diies to dining on a few, and then te 
being fatisfied with one ; in like manner, inftead of driking a v4- 
riety of wi ues, I made my election of a fingle fort, and adhered 
to it alone. 

“Inthe next place—bui I fhall tire you. 

“ T entreated him to go on till I either fhewed by words or 
actions that I was we ary 

“ He proceeded thus :—My next bufinefs was to eat and 


‘drink fparingly of that adopted difh and bottle. My eafe, viva- 


city, and fpirits augmented. My clothing &c. underwent a fimi- 


lar reform ; the effect of all which is, and has been for many 


years, that I am neither affeCted by fecing my carriage dragged 
up a mountain, or driven down a valley. If any accident hap- 
pens I am prepared for it, I mean fo faras refpecis unneceffary 
terrors } aud I am proof againft all changes in the atmofphere, 
wet cloaths, wet feet, night ait, damp be -ds, damp houfes, tran- 
fitions from heat to cold, and the long train of hypochondriae 
affections. ' 
‘* Believe me, we are too apt to iavert the remedics which we 
ught to preferibe to ourlelves. For inflance we are for ever 
giting hot thiags when we fhould adminilter cold. On my go- 


ing 
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ing down to my houfe, laft week, in Bedfordthire, the overfeer 
of my grounds met me with a pail full of comfortable things, as 
he called them, which he was carrying to one of my cows, which 
was afflicted forely with what he called a racketty complaint in 
her bowels. I ordered him to throw away his pail of comfort 
and take to the poor beaft a pail of cold water. Cold water ! 
your honour ? exclaimed the man, with every mark of confter- 
nation. Why fhe is in fuch a defperatious pain, that I don’t 
thiak a bucket of fheer brandy would have any more effe& upon 
her than if I were to pour it againft a dead wall. No matter 
forthat, faid I, take her a pail of water ! Suppofe, honeft friend, 
fhe had all her life run wild ina foreft, and fell iato the ficknefs 
under which fhe now labours, doft thou think that Nature would 
ever carry her the hot comforts you have got in that pail ? Na- 
ture, your honour ! bnt, with fubmiffion, Nature muft, when ei- 
ther man or beaft is fick, be clapped on the back a little ; if not 
Nature will let them die. Not the, truly ; if they are recover- 
zble, the will, onthe contrary, make them well. Depend upon 
it the is the bet phyfician in the world, though fhe has not ta- 
_ken her degrees in the College ; and fo make hafte to throw a- 
way what is now in your pail, and fill it as I dere€ted; for whe- 
ther my cow die or live, fhe fhall have nothing but grafs and cold 
water. Though the poor fellow dared not any longer to refift, 
I could fee plainly that he put me down as having loft not only 
my fenfes but my humanity. However the cure did very well ; 
and I am fatisfied that if we were to truft more to Nature, md 
fuffcr her to fupply her own remedies to cure her own difeafes, 
the formidable catalogue of human maladies would be reduced 
toa third of the prefent number. Dr. Sydenham, I think reck- 
ons fixty different kinds of fevers ; for example, of thefe I cannot 
fuppofe lefs than fifty are either brought about or rendered 
_worle by mifapplication of improper remedies, or by our own vio- 
lations of the laws of nature. And the fame I take it may be 
{aid of other diforders. 

* He now pulled out his watch, telling me he had an engage- 
ment at half pait one ;* that he had about three quarters of a 
mile to walk it; that as he coulddo this in twenty minutes, 

and as it then wanted feven minutes and alfo half of one, he had 

exactly time enough flill to {pare to ftate the object of his vifit to 
me—which is to thank you very fincerely, faid he, taking my 
hand, for the honour you have done me in your verfes. I read 
them merely as a compofition in which the poetical licence had 
been ufed to the utmott. Poets you kaow, my dear fir, always 
fecceed heft in fiction. 

“ You will fee, by this converfation, that it was about th 
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when the Englith nation had been emulous of commemo nating 
their refpe&t for this great and good man by erecting a ftatue 
towards which I had contributed my mite by devoting to the 
fund the profits of my little poem called “ The Triumph of Be- 
nevolence ;”’ aud while Iam touched very fenfibly wi th even the 
recollection of the public favour which crowned this little work, I 
very fincerely attribute a great deal of its fuccefs to the popularity 
of a fubject in which every lover of humanity took fuch an in- 
tereft. 

“ In reply to Mr. Howard, I affured him that he ought to 
be, and doubtlefs was, conlcious the liberty allowed a poet 
was never more unneceflary or lefs made ufe of than on the oc- 
cafion alluded to ; and that ifs an agreeable fiction was any teft 
of the poetical art, I could pretend to none fiom having very 
clofely, as his heart could not but at that moment tell him, ad- 
hered to truth ; and that I affured myfelf he would admit that 
truth was the fame, whether expreffed in profe or verfe. I ad- 
ded, it was my earneit hope that there was.no ground for an idea 
that had gone forth, of his refating the offering of gratitude 
which his country were preparing for him. 

«© Indeed but there is, anfwered he, with the moft lively ear- 
neltnefs. I was never more ferious than in my refufal of any and 
every fuch offering, and for the fimpleft reafon in the world, 
namely my having no manner of claimto,it. What I do, have 
done, or may her: eotter do, has been, and will always be, matter 
of inclination, the gratifying of which always pays itfelf; and I 
have no more merit inemploying my time and money in the way 
I am knownto do, than another man in other occupations. In- 
ftead of taking pleafure in a pack of hounds, in focial eutertain- 
ments, ina fine ftud of horfes, and : in matiy other fimiler fatisfac- 
tions, I have made my election of diflerent purfuits ; and being 
fully perfuaded a man’s own gratifications are de ays more or lefs 
involved in other people’s, I feel no de! -e to change with any 
man; and yet I can fee no manner of  prete etifion whereon to 
found a ftatue ; befides all which, T have a moft unconquerable 
averfion, and ever had, to have publick exhibitions made of me, 
infomuch that, I proteft to you, it has colt me a great deal of 
tre uble, and fome MONLY. to make this 1 stig nh ificant form and uge 


ly face efeape a pack of draughtimen, pai nters, &c. that are lyi ing 
9 


a 
| 


in wait for me. 

After noticing fome inefféQual attempts to obtain a likenefs of 
him, Mr. Pratt adds: 

« You will doubtlefs throw thefe fa]lies amongft his fingulari- 
ties, but they are by no means to be ftigmatized as aflectations. 
From a very iateat obfervation on Mr. Howard, I am perfectly 
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fatisfied, that as he had bat few who acted like himfelf, the pro- 
portion of thofe who felt inthe fame way the ordinary refults 
of fuch actions were not greater. That he was infenfible to ho- 
neft praife cannot be fuppofed, without depriving him of emoti- 
ons which the moft ingenious modefty may indulge, and which 
are indeed amongft the mo% natural pleafures of the human mind; 
but to court the reputation of benevolence, by fuffering the 
Jucre of it to mix with any of his motives, or ftill worfe, to make 
it, as alas! too many people co, a firfl great caufe of being bounti- 
ful, argues an envy or depravity in thofe who impute to him fuch 
vanities. In a word, if evera human being could be truly faid to 
*¢ do good and blufh to find it fame,’’ it was the late Mr. John 
Howard.” 





THE APPARITION. 
A Tater. 


HERE feems to be a prejudice in the world againft the be- 
_ lief of {pirits; and yet we forget that the belt writers both 
of Greece and Rome, and hiftorians the moft famous for their 
veracity and philofophy, have attefted their exiftence. Plutarch 
relates, how Brutus being in his cent at midnight a fhort time 
before the battle of Philippi, faw a terrible vifion—* a man of 
enormous fize, and hideous countenance, of whom, at firft, he 
was afraid, but feeing that the phantom neither did nor faid any 
thing to him, but merely kept moving round his couch; he at 
length afked him who he was? ‘he phantom replied—I am thy 
vil genius, and you fhall fee me near Philippi. Brutus replied 
---It is well, I thall fee you there; and immediately the vifion dif- 
appeared. Afterwards making ready for the battle near the 
city of Philippi, the night before the engagement, the fame 
phantom appeared to him asain, without faying a word; by 
which Brutus underftood that his hour was come!’’ 

Pliny the younger, in his letters, affirms, as a certain fact, 
the ftory of the philofopher, Athenodorus, who, having made 
purchafe at Athens of an old manfion, which every one refufed, 
becaufe every night a fpetre there made its appearance, boldly 
waited to fee it. It came at length, dragging a mafly chain, 
and made figns to the philofopher to follow it. Athenodorus, 
who was at that moment bufy, made figns to it in his turn, to 
wait a little. The fpirit increafed the rattling of its chains, and 
the philofopher taking his lamp, rofe and followed it, who, con- 
ducting him to the court in which the houfe food, difappeared 
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fuddenly. Athenodorus marked the fpot to know it again. "The 
day foll towing he aflembled the magiftrates, who ordered the 
ground to be dug up, and found fome human bones confined by 
chains. They were collected and publickly interred ; from which 
period the houfe was no more difturbed. 

If examples more recent be re quired, we may confult the 
memoirs of the famous Agrippa d’Aubigny, grandfather of 
madame Maintenon, fo notorious for his zeal for Calvinifm, his 

rigid franknefs, and inflexible integrity. He had loft his mother. 
« 7 was,” fays he, ‘sin my bed, and entirely awake, when I heard 
fome one enter my appartment, and I perceived at my bed fide 
2 woman remarkably pale, whofe clothes made a noife again{t 
my curtains; thefe fhe undrew, ftooped towards me, and giving 
me a kifs as coldas ice, fhe in a moment vanifhed!” 

Shall we then call in queftion what Plutarch, Pliny, and d? 
Aubigny have affirmed; or fhall we fay, to juftify our ‘incredul- 
ty, that thefe-men were weaker than we are? 

Without purfuing this difcuffion, I am about to relate a fact, 
which I had from the perfon to whom it happened. This per- 
fon is ftill alive, at the city of Florence, and will confirm the tef- 
timony. This is the manner in which I was told this wonder- 
ful anecdote: 

I was, during an interval of abfence from the fervice, at a fmall 
place in Languedoc, where I was born, when feveral friends in- 
vited me to fpend the Chriitmas in an old caftle, built in fome 
rocks in the midft of the mountains of Cevennes. The miftrefs 
of this manfion had aflembled fome young damfels, officers and 
agreeable neighbours.x—CGood humour and franknefs prevailed 
amongft us all; each had a pleafure in finding himfelf one of the 
fociety; none wifhed to fhine exclufively of the reft, or difputed 

vhofe turn it was to hold forth. Each was fatisfied with the reft, 
and the reft with him. We lauglied all the day. In the evening 
feated in a circle round alarge fire, we told tales, fung ballads, 
and finifhed our evenings delightfully. The young ladies of 
Languadoc, not wanting in hnagination (a thing common enough 
in this country) were particularly delighted with ftories of {pir- 
its. Each hadthis tale to tell. "The feafon, the place, the occa- 
fion,—all added to the effe& which thefe fearful recitals produc- 
ed. The nights were long and dark, the country was buried in 
fnow, and the owls, the old inhabitants of the tower, in which 
was the faloon, anfwered eachother throu gh the cracks, by their 
flow and monotonous cries; add to this, it was the time of Ad- 
vent, when every body knows that apparitions are moft frequent. 
hus when the tale began, the eivthe infenhibly contracted; as 
it procecded, it itil became lefs, and they who pretended - 
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laugh, where. often ready to expire frem terror; and it often 
happene d that the reciter was feized with a fudden fit of Bs ge. 
his voice changed, he became fpeechileis, and ventured not to 


look either to the bottom of the great hall, whence Po aaah of 
chains was fancicd to proceed, nor yet towards the chimney, from 
which fomething was expected to defcend. 

We had in our party a young Italian, named Valeria Orfini, 
whofe indifferent health had brought her to Montpellier, to con- 
, - our phyficians. She had at that place, formed an intimacy 

h the lady of our caftle, who had invited her tothe country, 
ata the abfence of Count Orfini, her hufband, whom uncx- 
petted bufinefs had obliged toreturnto Florence. This young 
ftranger was very amiable: to great vivacity fhe united an en- 
chanting fweetnefs, an evennefs of temper, which nothing inter- 
rupted. Her converfation was lively and impreflive, though her 

erfon and features announced nothing but mental defert Her 
“ arge black eyes were very langwithing, her look infpired tender- 
nefs, her beauty and conciliating grace feemed to obtain frefh 
power from the palenefs which ever marked her countenance. Her 
lips alfo partook of this palencfs; for, when Valeria {poke, a fla- 
tue of alabafter feemed to be animated! when fhe did not {peak, 
fhe did not the lefs attract attention: and indeed fhe perfunally 
gave a ftriking idea of the ftory of Pygmalean! 

Among all our females, Valeria gave proofs of the greateft 
refolution, in hearing thofe fearful recitals. She was never agi- 
tated, and often fmiled; and, without appearing to doubt the 
truth of the tales fhe heard, the had merely the air of {uppofing 
them eafy of explanation. The ftory of a counfellor of Thou- 
lofe, to whom a man who had been affafiinated, and buried for 
fix months, appeared one evening, to reveal his murderers. That 
alfo of a married man of Lyons, who, having ina tranfport of jeae 
Aoufy killed his wife, faw her every night appear at eleven o’clock, 
and lye down by his fide! A multitude of other anecdotes of a 
fimilar kind, very well authenticated, but neverthelefs very wore 
Gerful, feemed to Valeria, as mere common events. We were 
almoft angry with her, and we one day expreffed to her our afto- 
nifhment at her not being at all afleGied by what the heard. Hear 
her anfwer: 

«My friends, it feems very reafonable that any ftory of appaa 
ritions fhould aftonifh you, fince the greater part of you perhaps 
have never feen one!”? ‘You have, then, madam,”’ faid I.--« 
She {miled, with feeming contempt. ‘i have done more,” fhe 
replied, “I have been, and am {till one myfelf! “It isa fpirit 
who now addrefles you!” At thefe w ords all the parties utter- 
eda loud flick, and fled from her precipitately; and were, = 
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deed prefling towards the: door, when Valeria, with that fweet 
and tender voice, the tones of which were irrefiltible, called us 
back, and entreated us to be feated; and, whilft taking each al- 
ternately by the hand, at the fame time that we looked upon her 
with terror, and difcovered each fome new appearance in her per- 
fon, which we had never feen before, and which favoured of the 
other world, fhe fpoke to us as follows: 

“It is no fault of mine, my friends, if I have been dead thefe 
ten years! There is no one to whom this might not have hap- 
pened: but what does not happen quite fo often is, that fince 
that period I have found myfelf infinitely happier; I have enjoyed 
a felicity I never knew before, and which thanks to Heaven, yet 
continues. It is true, that the troubles I endured during my life, 
well paid for the happinefs I have enjoyed fince my death. It is 
neceffary that I tell you every thing which happened to me till 
that fortunate moment, and you will fee that my death alone 
could enfure my tranquillity in the world ! 

“I was born at Florence, and my parents were noble and afflu- 
ent. My father and mother had no child but myfelf. I was 
brought up beneath their roof, where my good and tender mo- 
ther compenfated me by her care, herlove, and her careffes, for 
the uneafinefs I fuffered from the feverity of my father. That old 
man, eftimable in many refpects, was proud of his high birth, the 
honourg he had obtained in the fervice of the emperor, and every 
day made himfelf miferable, becaufe he had no fon to inherit his 
titles. My poor mother fuffered his ill humours with a fweetnefs, 
which fometimes difarmed my father; but vanity foon refumed 
her empire.---He believed himfelf without a child, becaufe he 
was without a fon! 

“The place we inhabited at Florence, was next to a houfe where 
Ayelt a venerable gentleman, not very rich, but highly efteemed. 
Hewas called the Marquis Orfini. A long time a widower, he 
dedicated his life to the education of Od¢tavius, his only fon, 
whofe age was nearly the fame as my own. 

““My father and the old Oriini had formerly ferved together: 
they eflemed and frequently faw each other; and young Orfim 
was from his childhood, accuftomed to come often and familiar- 
ly toour houfe: and my mother always took affectionate notice 
of him. 


to be continued. 
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IF EVERY BODY WERE TO DO $0! 


Or the Inerricacy or Apvice. 


VERY perfon, who has fuch any opinion of his own 
wifdom as to dictate to others, will more often feel a kind 
of gratification in the confcioufnefs of having difcharged what 
he conceives to be his duty, than any degree of pleafure in the 
fuccefs of his advice. Giving good counfel, indeed, is fo eafy 
a matter, whether it proceed from afenfe of duty, or only of fu- 
periority, that I have often thought we ought to take away the 
praife we ufually beftow on thofe who recommend a better life 
and give it to thofe who have the wifdom to follow it. This in- 
deed, might feem a little hard upon authors, but as the only 
purpofe of writing muft be to make mankiud wifer and better, 
if this purpofe fhould be attained, the reward would be intinite- 
ly greater, than the cold, empty praife beitowed uponthe mere 
difplay of genius. 

Such are the reflections with which I have chofen to introduce 
this letter to you Mr. Editor, as the purport of it is to fhow, 
perhaps what is not very new, that a man who devotes his atten- 
tion to the giving of good advice to others may fometimes him- 
felf itand in need of confolation, and that no perfon ought to fet 
out upon the reforming plan, without a very confiderable {tock 
of patience, and as {mall a quantity of anxions hopes and ex- 
pectations as poffible. 

It would be a great faving of time and trouble to us advifers, 
if the laws of the country were a little more extenfive, if they had 
more claufes in favour of good morals and wifdom, and lefs about 
other matters, which are not likely to occur in genteel life, 
fuch as robbery, murder, fmuggling, and fo forth. It is to fup- 
ply this defect, that fo many worthy and well meaning gentlemen 
fpin out from their brains, thofe admirable precepts of human 
conduct, which mankind are fo ungrateful as feldom to practicé, 
even if they read them.—But to come to the point. 

There is ¢ one fin that eafily befets,’ a very great proportion 
of my acquaintance, al to which confequently I have been in- 
duced to direét my i tion, I am forry to add, to ve- 
ry little purpofes r, is wantof economy. You 
would fcarcely belie y unanfwerable arguments I have 
advanced upon this fu nhets and how often I have rolled convic- 
tion like thunder over the heads of my opponents; while, itrange 
to tell, they remained immoveable and unthaken. And all the 
anfwer I can get is—Well ; but if every body were to do fo ! 

I latelycall’d a nephew of mine to a very fevere account, for 
what I thought, from my experience, I was iutitled to call : 
mo 
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mott inexcufeabie piece of extravagance. This young dog has 
a place in a public office, which brings him in wearly an hundred 
pounds a year, with certain perquifites, the amount of which I ne- 
ver could learn, for he faid what I believe to be true enough, he 
kept no account of them. He forfooth, took it in his head to 
keep a horfe. Ja vain it was that I reprefented to him that 
walking was the mott natural and confequently the moft healthy 
exercife, that I could not conceive what’ bufinefs he had out of 
Town on a Sunday, farther off than he might reach by gentle 
walking ; that horfes were very expeafive, and that as he could 
ufe his beat only once a week, he wes paying a whole years keep 
for fifty two days? s’ ufe, andt that, in fhort, [ was certain he could 
hot affordit. His anfwer was—Well ; but if every body were t 


ao fo! 
Another young man, partly conrmitted to my care, td whofe 
fortune, when bie comes of age, will barely fuflice to = » him 


out in fome decent Daily Adwertifer-kind of bufinefs, has aie 
up tht hopeful fathion of giving dinners and = to every 
idle fellow he meets in his walks, and as there are plenty of that 
defcription, he boafts how en fucha day, he he id fix or eight 
friends to dine with him, and on fuch a nicht he gave cards and 
and a fupper toa dozen of friends. You may pretty nearly guefs 
the advice I gave to this hopeful youth, but I could get nothing 
from him more fatisfaCtory than—Well; but if every body qere to 
do fo ! ‘ 
There is 4 neighbour of mine, Mr. Timothy Scrip, formerly 
@ grocer, anda very fen fible kind of man, comings-in very great 
indeed. It was his misfortune to be appointed attorney to an old 
fady in the country who had fome property in the bank, where 
he ufed to go half-yearly to receive her dividend, It happened one 
day, that during a violent rain he was detained ! longer than ufual 
under the dome. Whether the heat of the place, and the breaths 
of fo many grafping brokers, gaping for an eight per cent. fest 
him, or whether he was bit by fang mad foecula: or, I know net, 
but the confequence of fome thingthat happened that ian wz that 
‘he immediately difpofed of his fhep, flock, and fixtures at a very 
great lofs, and commenced dabller in the funds, where his pro- 
perty . melting away 25 falt av reports “ melt it. 
Thete he fwallows greedily, and br Is by the firtt paper he 
fecs. A thoufand times have I told him that he i is pine | unfit 
far his bufirefs, and that intelligenc e which all ! poft Tefs, can be 
Food for none in the wav of fj peecul lation, but there is no periua> 
ding him, for—‘ if every locy were to do fo! 
In this manner, fir, cre ail the bene tits of my good advice loft 
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uponthe deaf and infenfible objects to. whom IL addrefs it. In 
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this manner am I anfwered by an if, which to fay the leait is am- 
biguous, and may as well belong to one part ef my exhortations 
as another. If I tell a young clergyman, that now he is in orders 
and devoted to the fervice of religion, it would be as well if he 
did not frequent the playhoufe, nor go fo frequently to balls and 
affemblics, that it grieves me to hear people fpeaking of what an 
excellent hand he is at whit, while no man mentions his dexte- 
rity ata knotty text, andthat ifhe paid fewer adorations to 
the ladies, and more toward the altar, he would act in a man- 
ner better becoming his profefficn, he interrupts me with a laugh 
and fhake of the hand.—~Well, well, my old friend, dut ifevery 
tody were to do fa! ; 

Nay, what gave me very great uneafinefs lately, was the condu& 
of Mrs. Arabella Gaylove, reli of my worthy friend, Mr Tho- 
mas Gaylove, of Spruce-hall, in the county of E—~, gentle- 
man, aman whom | cannot think of without regret. He was 
ere of the few who took my advice. Indeed, I have obferved 
that all who did fo, are new gone to a better world; as the epi- 
taph fays, 

«© God takes the good, too good on earth to ftay, 
* And leaves the bad, too bad ta take away.’’ 


Well fir, my hoaeft friend Tom appointed me one of his exe- 
-eutors ; his widow is young, beautiful and—will not long be a 
widow. Thinking myfelf privileged, to fpeak in a double cha- 
yacter, both asthe friend and executor of her hufband, and as an 
old_well-wifher to herfelf, I could not help humbly hinting that 
her fituation was a delicate one, that it was not deemed by the 
world in general, very confiftent with a decent refpe& for the 
deceafed, to give routs and appear at aflemblies within a month 
after her hufband’s death; that fending the two children to 
be nurfed and educated in a diftant part of the continent, was 
fomething like burying her hufband a fecond time; that I faw 
no reafon why the fhould leave the family houfe in E—— for a 
fplendid town refidence in Philadelphia, and that (here I fpoke 
very plain) I thought the ought to avoid every unneceffary expenfe 
refide in the country, fuperintend the education of her children, 
and the management ef her eftate, and truft to providence for fu- 
ture bleflings—I reallly believe I went too far, for the repeated 
my laft words with an air of difdain.—* Truft to providence for 
future bleflings! Lord’! if every Lody were to do fo! 

I judge it quite unneceffary, fir, to enlarge my catalogue of in- 
Nanees, becaufe you have already enough to fhow how unfor- 
tunate I have been in my well meant endeavours to ferve man and 
woman-kind ; and yet I have no doubt I fhould have in fome 
eales been tojerably fuccefsful, had I not- been oppofed by the 
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magic charms, which feems to be conveyed in thefe few words 
—if every body were to do fo. 1 have not the honour of knowing 
who compofed this charm, nor can I analyze the ingredients fo 
accurately as to know in which of them the virtue lies. L£very 
body, I fhould fuppofc, had very powerful effects, but the breaks 
off in the fentence appears to be the place where the fovereign 
dalfom lies, as we are told that in certain manufactories, fuch as 
fugar and fuff, all the workmen may fee the operations until a 
certain procefs ; there the fecret begins, and that is confided on- 
ly to the mafter-proprietor or a confidential deputy, who mutt, 
as I am informed, give a fwingirg price to be admitted behind the 
curtain. I have little doubt that my friends, who know the fe- 
cret of the above charm, have paid handfomely for it, and cannot 
confequently be expected to impart it without a valuable confider- 
ation. . 

Notwithflanding thefe difappointments, which I have met with 
im common with many other good advifers, I donot, for my own 
part, nor would [ with my brethren fo difpair or be difcouraged. 
There is an old proverb—lIf you throw much dirt, fome of it 
will flick ; and I fay, let us go on giving good advice, fome of 
it will be taken, if not by thofe we give it to, perhaps by fome 
bye-itander, to whom it may do more good. Roger Bacon tri- 
ed a chyinical experiment and failed; but he invented gunpow- 


der. I am, fir, &c. 


A. L. 





OF THE CATAMOUNT, OR PANTHER. 
T H E Panther is, in America, what the Lion and tyger 


are in Africaand Avia, the tyrant of the wildernefs. 


‘The Carcajou, the bear, and the wolf avoid his haunts ; and the 


bones of the Buffaloe, the Muofe, and the Elk, lie feattered 
around his den. When full grown his weight, is generally one 
hiundred and twenty ponnds, and his length, from his muzzle to 
the end of his tail, little fhort of ten feet. His height is hear'y 3 
feet. His head compared with his body is fimaller than that of 
mott ferocious animals; but fill his mouth is large, and teeth 


terrible. Like all other creatures of the feline tribe, his talons 


are fheathed, His legs are as thick as the fore arm of a man, and 


_his foot much bigger than that of the largeft maitiff.. He is of 


a dun lead colour, except his muzzle, which is black. His tail 
is three fifths of his whole length, is very thiek and trails on the 
ground when ke walks. His whole form indicates a combinati- 
on of flrength and agility. 

Not 
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Notwithftanding the ftrength, the agility, and the powers for 
mifchief, poffefled by this animal, he is not the objeét of dread to 
the hunter, or even the benighted bewildered pilgrim : for ex- 
cept in the cafe of children, he carefully fhuns the face of man. 
It is a fingularity in the hiftory of nature, that while the foretts 
of Europe, Afia and Africa refound with the fhrieks of the vic- 
tims to the Lion, the Tyger, the Leopard, and the Hyena; the 
fojourner in America, with no other weapon than a ftaff, of reed 
may traverfe its wilderneffes in perfeét fafety, from the unlimitteé 
ocean of the welt, to the fhores of the Atlantic. 


_ 





Account of a sovr found entirely converted into Harr, a long timé 


aficr it was buried. 


[ From the Acts of Leipfic. ] 
BOUT forty three years ago, a woman was intered at Nu- 
remberg, in a wooden coffin painted black, according to 
the cuftom of the country. The earth wherein her body was 
depolited, was cry and yeilow, as it is for the moft part in the en- 
virons of that city. Of three bodies buried in the fame grave, 
this woman’s was laid the deepeft in the ground; and, there be- 
ing an occafion to make room for a fourth body, the grave wae 
dug up anew ; but, to the great furprife of the digger, when he 
had removed the two uppermoft coffins, he perceived a confider- 
able quantity of hair that had made its way through the flits and 
crevices of the coffin. The lid being taken off, there appeared 2 
perfect refemblance of a human figure, the eyes, the uofe, 
mouth, ears, and all other parts, being very difin@&; but from 
the crown of the head to the foles of the feet, it was covered with 
very long thick, and frizzled hair. ‘The grave digger, after ex- 
amining it for fome time, happened to touch the upper part of 
the head ; but was more furprifed than before, on feeing the 
antire body fhrink, and nothing at lait remainin his hand but 2. 
bundle of rough hair, which inieafibly aliumed a brownifh red co- 
lour. 

The learned Honoratus Fabri, Lib. 3. de Plantis, and feverak 
other authors, are of opinion, that hair, wool, feathers, nails, 
horns, teeth, &c. are noehing but vegetables. If it be fo, we 
need not be furprifed to fee them grow on the bodies of animals 
even atter their death. as has been frequently obferved. Petrus 
Borellus, Hiit. and Obf, Med. Cent. I. Obf. 10. pretends that 
thefe productions may be tran{planted as vegetables, and may 

row in a different place from that where they firft germinated. 
fhe alfo relates, in fome of his obfervations gn this fubject, a- 
T2 | mang* 
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‘mong others, that of a tooth drawn out and tranfplanted which. 
may appear pretty fingular. 

Though the external furface of bodies is the ufual place for the 
growth of hair, it has, notwithftanding, been fometimes found ca 
the tongue, in the interior of the heart, and. on its furface ; in 
the breaft and kidnies ; and in other gladular and mufcular parts; 
but there is no internal part where it is oftener found than in the 
ovaritm of females. ‘This has been obferved in three different 
fubjedts by Dok. Tyfon, as related in the philofophical collecti- 
ons of Mr. Hock, who alfo tells us, on the teftimony of Mr. 
Arnold. that aman, hanged at Tyburn for theft, was found in 
a'very fhort time after he was taken away from the gallows, co- 
‘ered over in a very extraordinary manner with hair. 





——— 


A DESCRIPTION or tut VARNISH TREE 


N opinion long prevailed in Europe that the celebrated 
varnith of the Chinefe was only a particular compofition 
which thefe people had the art of making. It is now known 
that they are indebted to nature and their climate, only, for this 
precious liquor, which gives fo much luftre and beauty to many 
of their manufactures. The Chinefe varnifh is indeed nothing 
élfe than a reddifth gum which diftils from certain trees called é/- 
chu. Thefe trees grow in the provinces of Kiang-/i and Se-tchuen ; 
but thofe which are found in the territories of Can-tcheou, one 
of the moft foutherly cities of Kiang, produce the moft valuable 
varnifh. 

We are affured, that the #f-chu, the bark and leaves of which 
have great refemblance to thofe of the ath, bears neither fruit nor 
flowers. It feldom exceeds fifteen feet in height ; and the cir- 
cumference of its trunk, when largett, is about two feet, or two 
fect and a half. The Chinefe take the following method of 
propagating this tree.—In fpring, they choofe a vigorous fhoot, 
about a foot in length, which proceeds immediately from the 
trunk, and coat over the lower part, by which it adheres to the 
tree, with a kind of yellow earth, at leaft three inches in thick. 
nefs. This coat is carefully covered with a mat, to defend it from 
rain andthe injuries of the air. "Towards the autumnal equinox 
they detach a little of the earth to obferve in what condition the 
{mall roots are, which begin to fpring forth from the fhoot. If 
they find that the filaments which compofe them, are of a reddifh 
color they judge it is time to make an amputation; bet they 
defer it, if the roots are white, becaufe this color fhews that they 
are yet too tender. They then elofe up the coat again, and 
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wait till the fpring following. When the thoot is feparated . 
from the trunk of the tree, it is put into the earth ; but, in what- 
ever feafon it is planted, whether in fpring or autumn, great 
care muft be taken, to put plenty of cinders into the hole pre+ 
pared for it; without this precaution, the ants would deftroy the 
yet tender roots, or at leait, deprive them of all their moiftures 
and caufe them to decay. 

‘The Chinefe do not procure varnifh from the #/-chu until its 

runk is nearly five inches diameter, which fize it feldom attains 
to before feven or cight years. Varnifh extracted from a tree 
finaller, or of a lefs age, would not have the fame body and fplen- 
dor. This liquor diftils only in the night time, and during the 
jummer feafon ; it does not flow in winter ; and the varnifh pro- 
duced by the tree in {pring or autumn, is always mixed with a 
great deal of water. 

‘To caufe the gum to flow, they make feveral rows of incifions 
round the trunk, the number of which is proportioned to the vi- 
gour of the tree. The firft row is feven inches from the earth, 
and the reft are at the fame diftance one from the other, and con- 
tinue to the top of the trunk and even fometimes on the boughs 
which are of a fufficient flrength and fize. ‘The Chinefe ule a 
crooked iron for niaking thefe incifions, which mutt run a little 
obliquely, and be equal in depth to the thicknefs of the bark ; 
they make them with one hand, and with the other hold a fhell, 
the edges of which they infert into the opening, where it re- 
mains without any fupport. Thefe incifions are made towards 
evening ; and next morning, they cojle¢t the varnifh that has 
fallen inte the fhells ; the following evening, they are again ine 
ferted ; and this operation is continued until the end of the fum- 
mer. A thoufandtrees yield almoit, in-one night. 20 pound of 
varnith, 

This varnith, for the mot part, is not extracted by the pros 
prietors of thofe trees, but by merchants, who purchafe them 
for the feafon, at the rate of 3d. per foot. Thefe merchants af- 
terwards hire workmen, to whom they give an ounce of filver per 
month, both for their labour and maintenance. One workman 
is fufficient for fifty feet of timber. 

While the varnifh diftils, it exhales a malignant vapour, the 
bad effe€ts of which can only be prevented by prefervatives and 
great precaution. ‘The merchant who employs thefe workmeny 
is obliged to keep by him a large vafe filled with rape oil, in 
which a certain quantity of thofe flefhy filaments have been boiled 
that are found in hog’s lard, and which do not melt. When the 
workmen are going to fix the fhells to thé trees, they carry fome 
ef this ofl along with them, and rub their face and hands with it, 
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which they do with greater care, when they collect in the morn- 
ing the varnith that has diftilied during the night. After eating 
they wath their whole bodies with warm water in which the bark 
of the cheftnut-tree, fir-wood chriftallized faltpetre, and fome 
other drugs, have been boiled. When they are at work near the 
trees, they put upon their heads a fmall cloth bag, in which 
there are two holes, and cover the fore part of their bodies with 
a kind of apron, made of doe {kin, which is fufpended from their 
necks with ftrings, and tied round. them with a girdle, they alfo 
wear boots, and have coverings on their arms, made of the fame 
kind of fkin. The laborer who thould attempt to colleé varnifh, 
without uling this precaution, would foon be puniihed for his 
rafhnels ; and the mott dreadful effects would enfue. The difor- 
der thews itfelf by tetters, which become of a bright red colour 
and fpread in a very fhort time ; the body afterwards fwells, 
aud the fkin burtts, and appears covered with an univerfal lepro- 
fy. The unhappy wretch could not long endure the excrutiat- 
ing pains which he feels, did he not find a fpeedy remedy in thofe 
prefervatives which are ufed againft the malignant and noxious 
exhalations of the varnifh. 

When the labourers go to colle this gum, they carry fuf- 
pended from their girdles a kind of a veflel made of leather ; 
with one hand they detach the fhells, and ferape them with a 
fmall iron inftrument, which they hold in the other, in order 
fhat they may loofe none of the varnith. It is then carried to 
the merchant’s houfe, where it is purified, by ftraining it through 
a cloth ; and the dregs are fold to the druggifte, who employ 
them for certain pur; »ofes in medecine. 

Fhe feafon for doteOing varnifh being ended, the merchant 
puts it in fmall cafks, clofely ftopped. A pound of it newly 
made, cofts him about one ‘hilling and eight-pence erling ; but 
he gaims cent. per cent. upon it, and fometimes more, accord- 
ing to the diltance of the place to which he tranfports it. 

Befides the fuftre and beauty that varnifh gives to many of the 
Chinefe manufactires, it has alfo the property of preferving the 
wood upon whiclrit is laid, efpecially if no other matter be mixed 
with it. It prevents it from, being hurt, either by dampnefs or 
worms. . 

Every workman has a p1rticular art and method of ufing var- 
nith, ‘his work requires not only much skill and dexterity, but 
alfo great attention, to obferve the proper degree of fluidity 
which the gum ought to have, as it muft be neither too thick 
nor too liquid when itis laid o1 ne Patience, above all, is necetla- 
ry mthofe who w thy to fucceed. To be properly varnifhed, a work 
muft be done at leifure; and a whole fummer is fearcely fufficieng 
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to bring it to perfection. It is therefore rare to fee any of thofe 
cabinets which are imported to us from Canton, fo beautiful and du- 
rable as thofe manufactured in Japan, Tong-king and Nang-king, 
the capital of the province of Kiangnan; not that the artifts do net 
employ the fame varnifh ; but, as they work for Europeans, who 
are more ealily pleafed, they do nottake the trouble of giving 
the pieces which come from their hands all the polifh they are 
capable of receiving. 





ANECDOTES or EMINENT ARTISTS. 


i IKE moft people of great talents, Rembrant was of a very 


whimfical and capricious temper. One day, while he 
was empl. yed in painting a whole family in one piece, and when 
his work was on the point of being finifhed, fome one came 
and informed him that his monkey was dead. Much affetted by 
this lofs, he ordered it to be immediately bfought him ; and with- 


out paying any regard to the perfons whom he was painting, he 


drew the portrait of the animal upon the fame canvas. This 
fingularity, as might be expected, gave much offence to the fa- 


mily for whom the picture was intended ; but he refufed to ef- 


face it, and choofe rather to run the rifque of not being paid for 
his labours. 

Donatello, a celebrated fculptor, when he was giving the laft 
ftroke with his mallet, called out to the flatue, “ Speak !’” 

The paintings in the dome of the cathedral of Parma, in which 
Corregio has difplayed all the beauties of his art, were not ap- 
proved by the canons who had ordered the work. Although 
the price agreed on was very moderate, it‘appeared to them far 
above the merit of the artilt ; having therefore, brought it as low 
as they defired, they fixed it at length at the fum of two hundred 
livres, which they had the meannefs to pay all in copper. ‘Che 
unfortunate Corregio, bent under the load he had received, fet 


, out with intention of returning to his own habitation, which was 


at the diflance of two or three leagues from Parma. The weight 
of this burthen, the heat of the day, the length of the road, vex- 
ation, difappeintment, and the anxiety he was under tor his fami- 
ly, added to his drinking cold {pring water when he was extreme- 
ly warm, all coafpired to bring on a plurify, which foon put a 
period to his life and misfortunes. 

Aretin having offended ‘Tintoret, by fomething fevere which 
he faid againit him, the painter, pretended to be ignorant of this 
Circumttance, invited the fatyrical poet to his houfe, under pre- 
tence that he was defirous of painting his porwait. As foon as they 
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were both by themfelves, the painter pulled a piftol from his 
cket, and eyed the poct from head to foot, obferving at the 
sa time the moft profound filence. As the proud fatyriit, the 
feourge of all the princes of his time, farted back—«* Fear no- 
“ thing,” faid the artilt, « I am oaly going to take your mea- 
* fure.” Aretin, not at all fatisfied of the painter’s intentions 
concluded that this ceremony would be fatal to him, and ima- 
ined that his laft hour was come. Tintoret, however after hav- 
ing kept him terror for fome time, at length laid down his pitlol, 
faying—You are juit eight times the leagth of my piftol. Af- 
ter this adventure, Arctin never attcmpted to criticife Tinto- 
ret. 

Guido pretended, that as a painter great honors were dueto 
him ; and on this account.he was extremely proud and haughty. 
He always worked with a certain kind of ceremonial, and appear- 
ed always in a magnificient drefs whilft employed in painting. 
His pupils, ranged in a refpectful manner around him, prepared 
his pallet, cleaned his pencils, and brough him whatever he want- 
ed with the mott profowid filence. 





On the Tendernefs and Fortitude of the Femare Cuaracters 


LTHOUGH delicacy and tendernefs be the moft amia- 

ble ornaments of the female character, and are thofe pro- 

perties which more immediately in{jre our veneration, and com- 

mand our love ; Yet is not fortitude in the hour of trial, nor 

forefight in that of danger, to be exempted from their other vir 
tues. 

The devotion of women towards the objects of their duty and 
affection, has been carried, in many cafes, to fuch extremes of 
feafibility, that the weaknefs of their natures has been fe orgotten 
in the day of trouble. And when the body wesld have funk 
had it not been fupported by th: vigour of the mind. ' 

How often have thefe amiable exam pies of parental affection 
and connubial love hung’over the bed of ficknefs, for weary days 
and fleeplefs nights, without the fich of impatience, or the mur- 
mur of complaint ! ‘The victims of fentiment, and abforbed by 
duty, how trequently do they teflify their attaclianent, altho’ 
perhaps, to -an untecling and ungrateful obje&t, when their re- 
ward, alas! happens to be infulting language, and a breaking 
heart ! How diitrefling is it to fee them tteal afide to wipe away 
in private, thofe tears, which, if publickly encouraged to flow, 
would ftrike with contrition and fhame the unworthy partaker of 
their cares! Teuder ty excels, when tendernefs is a duty, aad 

; undaunted 
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undaunted to the extreme, when courage becomes a virtue, we 
fee them collected in danger, patient of cold, of hunger and fa- 
tigus; content to fhare the ftoney pillow or the noifome draught 

—to difpife the howling wind, the beating rain, or the lafhing 
furge—provided only they can foften mifery, and prove their 
love. 

In thofe trying and eventful moments of life, when the balanced 
m! ind requires a counfellor to fix its refolution, anda friend to 
point out, and to thew by example, the neceflity of fortitude ; 
how oftea have women exhibited, upon thofe occafions, inftances 
of courage the moft heroical, or refignation the moit philofophi- 
cal, and of a contempt of death, to be admired, at leait, if not 
immitated! and of thie pofition we have many vouchers in the 
annals of ancient hiltory, as well as in the occurences of our 
own. 

Tne life and death of Portia, one of the moft illuftrious, as well 
as one of the molt virtuous and accomplifhed, of the Roman 
mitrons, afford a very prominent, and, if I may be allowed the 
expel mm, a very itriking example of the intrepid defpondency 
of a female mind, which “hares i in, and is determined to partake 
of, the misfortunes of difappointed and heroic love. The 
daughter of Cato, the moft renowned of the Senators of Rome 
for aufterity of manners and integrity of heart; fhe feemed to 
have derived from the paternal fource the dignity of a more 
than female deportmenat in life, and of a more tan manly forti- 
tude in death: andthe means that fhe employed to rid herfelf of a 
painful exiftence were unprecedented for their application and 
elfeSt. So foon as the heard of the overthrow and fate of her 
beloved Brutus, fhe fwollowed the burning coal; as if the ex- 
cefs of her virtue could only be meafured by the extremity of 
her fuffering. 

There are but few characters in hiftory that excite the feelings 
of the reader fo msch as the unhappy fortune of Agrippina, 
the illuftrious widow of the great Germanicus. A peculiar ten- 
deraefs of fentiment is always found to accompany her name ; 
and the cye feems to droop with compaflion, and the foul to 
melt with pity, whenever this virtuous and amiable mourner is 
brought to remembrance, and bears with a feeble a flep and de- 
jected look, the ura that contains the afhes ef her lamented hutf- 
band: a fubje& that has always been a particular favourite with 
the lovers of painting, and which will ever ftrike and interett 
the mind of fenfibility, fo loag asthe pen can tmmortalize, or the 
the pencil charm. 

‘lhe pratare of Arria has been recorded on marble, and 
adds, not indeed an amiable example, but a ttubborn proof of 
the undaunted vigour of the female mind, 
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* Petus, the hufband of Arria, was a favourite of Nero, and to 
whom he confided a fecret of importance, with a ftri& injunéi- 
on that he fhould not communicate to any perfon whatever the 
nature of its contents ; but fo fingular an afie€tion did he bear 
to his wife, that he could not help committing to her breaft the 
particulars with which he was inftructed ; but. he foon had occa- 
fion to repent of his indifcretion, and her life, as well as his own, 
Became the victim of her imprudence and breach of trutt. 

While the one was lamenting in prifon the abufe of confidence 
dnd the weaknefs of love, and in momentary expectation of an 
ignominions and painful death, the other found an opportunity 
to introduce herfelf into his prefence, and with a dagger, which 
fhe had hitherto concealed, fhe infli€tedin her breait a deadly 
wound, and then drawing out thé fatal inftrument, fhe prefented 
the point to her hufband, and accompanied it with thefe memo- 
rable words : * The point to me is foft, but the wound that it 
will occafion thee is truly painful.” 

This kind of fortitude, refulting from difpair, is unamiable, if 
not difgufting in itfelf, and partakes more of ferocity, than of 
that patient firmnefs, and affecting refolution, of which many 
bright examples may be given in the Englifh hiftory. 

When Prince Edward was wounded by a poifoned arrow from 

tlie hand ofa Saracen, in the time of the crufades, his wife the 
beauteous Eleanor, with fignal love and pious hazard, applied 
her balmy lips to attract the venom it had left; an inflance of 
affection and fortitude without rival, and which danger could be 
only juitified by the tranfcendent merit of the object for whom it 
was incurred. 

The conduct of Margaret of Anjou, after the defeat of the 
fixth Henry at the battle of Hexham, prefents a noble inftance 
of female heroiim ; as the field of combat was at two great a dif- 
tance from the Scottish territories to permit the Lencafirians to 
retreat with fafety, and as the co witry abounded with meuntains | 
and woods, they were not only anroyed,- but frequently captur- 
éd by thaenemy. The Queen, in her flight with the prince, be- 
trayed by the fplend xr of dicfs, was furrow: led and taken by 
party of banditti ; but while they were difputing about the foil 
fhe made an efcape, and had not proceeded far before the was a- 

ain met by a fingle robber ; when, collecting all her fortitude, 
ga advanced towards him, faying, “ Here, friend prote& thy 
prince.” The man, ftrvck with awe, intlantly obeyed the man- 

date, and conducted his royal charge to a vi! age adjoining to the 
fea, from which they paffed into the dominiess of the duke of 


Burgundy in Holland. 
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Many other inftances of tendernefs and fortitude, produced 
by in‘tiactive or acquired love, might be adduced to the honour 
of the female character, ia the exalted fituations of life: and e- 
ven in the more humble and neglected habits of fociety, the 
affection and attachment of women, although furrounded by 
diftrefs and mifery, have not beea without the excite sents. of ap- 
plaufe and immitation; for virtue is often concealed by rags, 
and greatnefs of foul confined by want of a€tion. 

Do we not frequently obferve thefe amiable ornaments of hu- 
man nature, thefe refiners of our pieafures and amenders of our 
hearts, whofe tendernefs fotens the rigour, and whofe fortitude 
initructs us to bear the rebuffs of life ;—do we not frequently fee 
thefe angelic confolers watch ever, with care and perfeverance, 
the bodily fufferings; and endeavour by the eloquence of tears, 
aad the energy of words, to divert the merited afflictions of a 
worthlefs. hulband, a crux parent, or a profligate and ungrateful 
fon ! 

However painful the knowledge of infidelity and the abufe of 
tenderaefs may be, yet is there an unfpeakable comfort to be 
derived from the willing performance of moral duties, be the-ob- 
jects of them ever fo undeferving of regard: and he who can af- 
fix a general cenfure of inhumanity, or want of fentiment, upon 
that fex, from whom our principal comforts in life are derived, 
ought to live forever exempted from thofe delights, which a rati- 
onal intercourfe of thought, and aconfidence of mind, in an ue 
nion of love aad virtue, can alone produce, fubftantiate, and en- 


{ure. 





LEE PLES 


FROM CUMBERLAND’S OBSERVER. 


To THE Osserver. 

Sir, 

HE ancient family of the Saplings, whereof your humble 

fervant is the unworthy reprefentative, has been for many 
generations diftinguifhed for a certain pliability of temper, which 
with fome people paffes for good humour, and by others is cal- 
led weaknefs ; but however the world may differ in defcribin 
it, there feems a general agreement in the manner of making. ale 
of it. 

Our family eftate, though far from contemptible, is confider- 
ably reduced from its ancient fplendor, not only by an unlucky 
tumble that my grandfather Sir Paul got in the famous Miffifip- 
pi fcheme, but alfo by various loffes, bad debts and incautious- 


Uz fecurities. 
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fecurities, which have fallen heavy upon the purfes of my prede- 
ceffors at different times ; but as every man mutt pay for his good 
chara¢ter, I dare fay they did not repe:.t of their purchafe, and 
for my part it is a reflection that never gives me any difturbance. 
This aforefaid grandfather of mine was fuppofed to have furnith- 
ed Congreve with the hint for his\charater of Sir Paul Pliant ; 
at leaft it has been fo whifpered to me very frequently by my aynt 
Jemima, who was a great colle€tor of family anecdotes ; and, to 
{peak the truth, T am not totally without fufpicion, that a cer- 
tain ingenious author, lately deceafed, had an eye towards my 
infignificant felf in the dramatic portrait of his Good-natured 
Man. 

Though I fcorn the notion of fetting myfelf off to the public 
and you by panegyries of my own penning (asthe manner of 
fome is), yet I may truly fay without boafting, that I had the 
character at fchool of being the very beft fag that ever came into 
it: and this I believe every gentleman who was my contempora- 
ry at Weflminjler, will do me the juttice to acknowledge : it wasa 
reputation, I confefs, that I did not earn for nothing ; for whilit 
I worked the cloaths off my back, and the fkin off my bones, in 
{couring upon every body’s errands, I was pummeled to a mum- 
my by the boys, /Lewed up by the ufhers, flead alive by the maf- 
ters, and reported: for an incorrigible dunce at my book, a report 
which under correétion I muft think had fome degree of injuttice 
in it, as it was impoflible for me to learn a book I was never al- 
lowed to open. In this period of my education I took little food 
and lefs fleep ; fo that, whilit I thet up in flature after the mam 
ner of my progenitors, who were a tall race of men, I grew as 

unt as a greyhound : but having abundantly more fpirit than 
Freogth, and being voted by the great boys to be. what ® called 
érue game I was fingled out as a kind of trial-cock and pitted againtt 
every new comer to make proof of his bottom in fair fighting, 
though I may fafely fay I never turned out upon a quarrel'of my 
qwn making in all my life. Notwithitanding all thefe honours, 
which I obtained from my colleagues, I will not attempt to 
difguife from you that I left the fchool in -difgrace, being ex- 
pelled by the matter, when head of my boarding-houfe, for not 
{upporting my authority over the petty boys belonging to it, 
who, I muft confefs, were juft then not in the moft orderly and 
core& ftate of difcipline. 

My father, whofe maxim it was never to let trifles vex him, 
received me with all the good humour in life, and admitted me 
of the univeriity of Oxford: here I was overjoyed to find that 
the affair of the expulfion was fo far from having prejudiced my 
€ontemporaries againit me, that I was reforted to by gaere 
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whofe time hung upon their hands, and my rooms became the 


rendezvous of all the loungers in the college: few or no fchemes 


were fet on foot without me; and if a loofe guinea or two were 
wanted for the purpofe, every body knew where to have it. I 
was allowed a horfe for my health’s fake, which was rather de- 
licate ; but I cannot fay my health was much the better for him, 
as I never mounted his back above once or twice, whilft my friends 
kept him in exercife morning and evening, as long as he leited 
which indeed was only till the hunting feafon fet in, when the 
currier had his hide, and his flefh went tothe kennel. I muft 
own I did not excel in any of my academical exercifes, fave that 
of circumambulating the colleges and public buildings with 
ftrangers, who came to gaze about them for curiofity’s fake ; in 
this branch of learning I gained fuch general reputation, as to be 
honoured with the title of Keeper of the Lions : neither will I 
difguife the frequent jodations I incurred for neglect of College 
duties, and particularly for non-attendance at chapel ; but in 
this I fhould not perhaps have been thought fo reprehenfible, had 
it been known that my furplice never failed to be there tho’ I had 
rarely the credit of bearing it company. 

My mother died of a cold the caught by attending fome young 
ladies on a water party before I had been a month in the world ; 
and my father never married again, having promifed her on her 
death bed not to bring’ ftepdame into his family, whiift I furs 
vived : Lhadthe misfortune to lofe him when I was in my 
twenty-fecond year ; he got his death at a country canvafs for 
Sir Harry Ofier, a very obliging gentleman, and nearly related 
to our family. I attended my father’s corpfe to the grave, on 
which melancholy occafion fuch were the lamentations and be- 
wailings of all the fervants in the houfe that I thought it but a 
proper return for their affection to his memory to prove myftif as 
kind a matter by continuing them in their feveral employs: this 
however was not altogether what they meant, as I was foon 
convinced every one amongit them had a remonftrance to make, 
and a new demand to prefer: the butler would have better 
perquifites, the footman wanted to be out of livery, the feullion 


demanded tea-money, and the cook murmured about kitchen- 


ftuff. 

Though I was now a fingle being in the world, my friends 
and neighbours kindly took care I fhould not be a folitary one ; 
I was young indeed, and of fall experience in the world; but 
I had plenty of counfellors : fome advifed me to buy horfes they 
wanted to fell; others, to fel! horfes they wanted to buy. A 
lady of great talte fell in love, with two or three of my beft cows 
for their colour ; ; they were upon her lawn the next day: a gen- 
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tleman of extraordinary virti difcovered a picture or two in my 
collection that exactly fitted his pannels: an eminent improver, 
whom every body declared to be the firft genius of the age for 
laying out grounds, had taken meafures for tranfporting my gar- 
den a mile out of my fight, and floating my richeft meadow 
grounds with a lake of muddy water ; as for my manfion and its 
eppendages, I am perfuaded I could never haye kept them in 
their places, had it not been that the feveral projectors, who all 
united in pulling them down, could never rightly agree in what 
particular fpot to build them up again: one Kind friend ccompli- 
mented me with the firft refufal of a miftrefs, whom for reafons 
of economy he was obliged to part from; and a neighbouring 
a whofe daughter had perhaps ftuck on hand a little 

ger than convenient; more than hinted to me that Mifs had 
every requifite in life to make the married ftate perfecUly hap- 


In juftice however to my own difcretion, let me fay that I 
was not haftily furprifed into a ferious meafure by this latter o- 
verture ; nor did Talk the young lady’s hand in marriage till L 
was verily perfuaded by her exceflive fondnefs that there were 
no other means to fave her life.’ Now whether it was the violence 
of her paffion before our marriage, that gave fome fhock to 
her intellects, or from what other caufe it might proceed I 
know not ; certain however it is, that after marriage fhe became 
fubject to very odd whims and caprices, and though I made it 
a point of humanity never to thwart her m thefe humours, yet 
] was feldom fortunate enough to pleafe her ; fo that had I not 
heen fure to demonftration that love for me was the caufe, and 
origin of them all, I might have been fo deceived by appearances 
as to have imputed them to averfion. She wasin the habit of 
decictag almoft every action in her life by the interpretation of 
her dreams, in which I cannot doubt her great fkill, though I 
could not always comprehend the principles on which fhe applied 
it. She never failed, as foon as winter fet in, to dream of going 
to London, and our jouraey as certainly fucceeded : I remember 
wpon our arrival there the firft year after our-marriage fhe dreamt 
af anew coach, and at the fame time put the fervants in new li- 
veries, the colours and pattern of which were cireumftantially 
revealed to het in-her fleep : fometimes (dear, creature !) fhe 
dreamed of winning large fums at cards ; but I am apt to think 
thofe dreams were of the fort which fhould have been interpre- 
ted by their contraries : fhe was not a little fond af running af- 
ter cunjurors, and deaf and dumb fortune-tellers, who dealt in 
fieures, and caft nativitics ; and when we were in the country, 
my barns, and out houfes were haunted with gypfics and Ra. 
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bonds, who made fad havock, with our pigs and poultry : of 
ghofts and evil fpirits fhe had fuch terror, that I was fain to keep 
a chaplain in my houfe to exorcife the chambers ; and when bu- 
finefs called me from home, the good man condefcended fo farte 
her fears, as to fleep in a little clofet within her call, in cafe 
fhe was troubled in the night: and [ muft fay this for my friend, 
that if there is any truft tobe put in fleth and blood, he was a 
match for the beft fpirit that ever walked: fhe had all the fenfibi- 
lity in life towards omens and prognuitics ; and though I guard- 
ed ev ery motion and attion, that marht give any poffible alarm 
to her, yet my unhappy awkwardneffes were always boding il 
luck; and I had the grief of heart to hear her declare in her left 
moments, that a capital overfight I had been guilty of in hand- 
ing to her a candle with an enormous winding fheet appending 
to it, was the immediate occafion of her death and my irreparable 
misfortune. 

My fecond wife I married in mere charity and compaffion, 
becaufe a young fellow, whom the was engagéd to, had played 
her a bafe trick by fcandaloufly breaking off the match, when 
the wedding-clothes were bought, the day appointed for the 
wedding, and myfelf invited to it. Such tranfactions ever ap- 
peared thocking to me; and therefore, to make up her lofs_to 
her as well as I was able, I put myfelf to extraordinary charges 
for providing her with every thing handfome upon our marriage. 
She was a fine woman, loved thew, and was particularly fond of 
difplaying herfelf in public places, where fhe had an opportunity 
of meeting and mortifying the young man who had behaved fo 
ill to her: fhe took this revenge againft him fo often, that one 
day to my great furprife I difcovered that fhe had eloped from 
me, and fairly gone off with him. There was fomething fo nn- 
hand{ome as [ thought, in this procceding, that I fhould proba- 
bly have taken I:gal meafures for redrefs, 2s in like cafes other 
hufbands have done, had I not been diverted from my purpofe 
by a very civil note from the gentleman himfelf, whereia he 
fays— That being a younger fon of little or no fortnne, he 
** hopes I am too much of a gentleman to think of reforting to 
“ th: vexatious meafures} of the law for revenging myfelf upon 
“ him; and, as a proof of his readinefs to ooke me all the re- 
« paration in his power in an honourable way, he begs leave to 
** inform me, that he fhall mott refpeétfully attend upon me with 
“« either fword or piftols, or with both, whenever I thall be plea- 
** fed to lay my commands upon him fora mecting, and ‘ap- 
** point the hour and place.” 

After fuch atonement on the part of the offender, I could no 
longer harbour aay thoughts of a divorce, efpecially as my young- 
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er brother the parfon has heirs to continue the family, and feems 
to think fo entirely with me in the bufinefs, that I have de- 
termined to drop it altogether, and give the parties no further 
moleftation : for, as my brother very properly obferves, it is 
the part of a chriftian to forget and forgive ; and in truth I fee 
no reafon why I fhould difturb them, in their enjoyments, or re- 
tur evil for good to an obliging gentleman, who has taken a tatk 
of trouble off my hands, and fet me at my eafe for the reft of 
my days; in which tranquil and contented ilate of mind, as be- 
comes a man whofe inheritance is philanthrophy, and whofe mo- 
ther’s milk hath been the milk of human kindnefs, I remain, in 
all brotherly charity and good will, 
’ Your and the world’s friend, 


Simon SAPLING. 








PUBLIC EDUCATION. 
A SPANISH TALE. 
( Concluded from page 64. ) 


ENCE he learned another of thofe ufeful maxims 

inculcated at great {chools, that the way of rifing 
in the world to wealth and diftin@ion, is to trample without remorfe, 
when convenience requires it, on the fubborn principles of juflice and 
honefty. 

Though this exploit had been fuccefsfully ac complifhed, yet 
the damage done to the vineyard was too apparent to remain un- 
difcovered by the owner. He fufpeted the quarter from which 
it had come, and infifted upon an enquiry being made into the 
affair. An examination was accordingly held; the elder boys 
ufed to fuch feenes, with undaunted coustenaneey and unfaulter- 
ing voice, aflirmed their innocence with the ftrangeft affeverati- 
ons. Diego was called upon. From his childhood he had been 
taught a facred regard to truth, he was unable to follow boldly 
the example fet before him; he hefitated and ftammered like a 
fool, and beiag clofely interrogated by an ufher of tremenduous 
afpect, reluctantly confeffed the whole of the tranfaction. Pu- 
nifhment without delay was inflicted on all the offenders, and a 
fecret defire of vengeance againtt the revealer of their guilt burn- 
ed in every breaft. At the difmiffion of the fchool Carrera 
was faluted 09 all hands with the names of tale-bearer and intorm- 
er; every infult that the wit or malice of boys can devife, was 
endured by him 5 thrice had he rua the crauntlet of bi ows, mixed 
with execrations, and four times was he ae ged toalk pardon of 
his fellow culprits, befure any of his fchool- fellows would be'feen 
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in his company. In vain he urged the propriety of fpeaking trith 
when required; he was indignantly anfwered, that fecrets muit 
not be difcovered, aad that guilt muft be conceald, though at 
the expenfe of falfehood. At lalt after many proteftatiens of for- 
row for his offence, and promifes of amendment in future, he 
was received into favour, inferring from the adventure, this u/eful 
maxim for his future conduct, that a point of honour is fuperior to 
every tic of morality and that truth mujft be violated without refcrves 
wile the interef of our companions of iniquity requires it. 

Diego, amidit thefe various events, was {till refolved on impro- 
ving his time by diligence and attention: naturally of a ftudious 
tura, he withed to make progrefs in learning, and devoted much 
of his leifure hours to folitary reading. His diligence and 
fuccefs were taken notice of, and rewarded with the applaufe and 
commendation of his mafters. The natural exultaticn which this 
produced in the mind of our hero was of fhort duration. The 
fchool-fellows not much relifhing the tacit reproach of fuperior 
merit by ridicule and infult, actually embittered the enjoyment’ 
and difurbed the repofe of their fuccefsful rival. To mortify the 
young f{cholar, became a favourite paftime in the fchool; and 
Diego felt, that neither the countenance of pedagogues, nor 
the acquifition of learning could fecure him from being reckon- 
eda boy of a queer and ftupid difpofition, fit for nothing better 
than being the butt of his livelier companions, After a trial of 
2 few weeks, he found his fituation rather awkward, and began 
to relax his diligence that he might not be deemed a dunce. This 
plan fucceeded fo'well, that he refolved to perfevere in the lau- 
dable career, and ina fhort time contrived in ignorance and idle- 
nels to rival his companions. His wit, fpirit aud talents,, were 
now applauded by his former tormentors, and Diego was taught 
this notable rule of conduG, that /uperiority in virtue or knowledge 
mu? never be purfued, but every one remain as vicious and as igno- 
raut as his neighbours. 

As our hero advanced a little in years, he began gradually to 
emerge from the clafs of mere boys, and found himfelf able to 
afert his claim to a middle ftation, betwixt the younger and the 
older fcholars. He felt the dignity and practifed the duties of 
this place; well inftructed in the laws of adequate retaliation, and 
remembering what he had himfelf indured on his entrance to the 
{chool. he did not fail to fubject to a courfe of difcipline equally 
wholefome the ftriplings, over whom the cuftom of the place 
gave him a rightful authority. On the other hand, a due de- 
gree of prudence itill retained him in proper fubjection to the 
upper lads, who forcibly claimed and maintained a dominion 
ever him. Thus was he completely fermedto all that manly 
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and fpirited behaviour which a public fchool enforces, and which 
in after-life appears confpicuous in unbounded infolence to all 
beneath, and abject {ubmiffion to all above us in tke world. 

While Diego was in this manner rapidly advancing in the 
“acquitfition of the moft important and moft ufeful knowledge, 
and training up to the practice of folid and effential wifdom, a 
vacation in the fchool gave him an opportunity of paying a vi- 
ft. to his father. Old Carrera was happy again to fee the hope 
of his family, and began to enquire into his progrefs in learnings 
Of this it is true he got but aforry account, Diego being near- 
by as far advanced as he was at leaving home ; but as he affigned 
for this a mott fatisfactory reafon, that he durft not be too deligent 
for fear of offending his neighbours, Sandoval had not much to fay 
in the way of finding fault. In truth, as the old gentleman did 
not confider literature az the moft eflential branch of education, 
he thought a defect in this the lefs material, provided the rudi- 
ments of a knowledge of the world, and a juft deportment in 
life were well taught. ‘Fhis he had no doubt to experience in 
his fon, the aflertions of his friends having removed all doubt up- 
on that feore. Inthe courfe ofa few days, as opportunity pre- 
fented, young Carrera began to put in practice at home the pre- 
cious leffons he had imbibed at fchool, and in the application of 
thefe to particular cafes as they occurred, he manifeited a quick 
nefs of intelle@t, a dexterity and a promptnefs far beyond what 
he had ever been ablg to exhibit in adapting the rules of grammar 
to the conftruction of the claflics. 

Sandoval began now to open his eyes, and to difcover what 
fort of training his fon had undergone at the great fchool. Ra- 
ther out of humour at what had already appeared, he began to 
éntertain thoughts of interdiGing his return, when the import- 
ant point of forming beneficial connections came acrofs his ima- 
gination. Hoping that in this fome contiderable progrefs had 
been made, he interrogated Diego as to the intimacies he had for- 
med, and the companions he had met with at fchool. “ My moit 
intimate friend,” faid Diego, “is Francifco Terribio, a lively 
and fpirited boy, with whom I have performed many notable 
exploits,.’’---*¢ Of what family is he ?”’ cried the old man. “ His 
father,” anfwered our hero, “ is a barber in Barcelona,’”’ “ Tut, 
Tut,” faid Sandoval, * this wont do, who is next??? * Next 
tohim, I can boalt of my intimacy with the acute and ingenious 
Fernando Quiros, fon to a contiderable fhoemaker, in Valen- 
cia.” “ As bad asthe others; are any more on the field?” “ Yes 
there isalfo Juan Perez, a good natured obliging boy, remar- 
kable for wearing the neatett cloaths in the fchool, his father be- 
ing a mailer taylor who works for fome of the principal nobil 
ty. 














Whimfical diftreffes of an attempt to make Bread. 155 


ty.’’---“ Are all your companions, of this fort ?”’ cried Sandoval 
fomewhat peevithly. “Ono,” faid Diego, Antonio Lopez, 
is of a quite different cait, being rather rough and ill-tempered, 
though ftrong and nimble in all our boyith {ports ; 5 he is particu. 
larly fond of going among cattle, being the fon of an eminent 
butcher in Valencia ; and then there is Pedro Riberia, a mott ex- 
prt hand at curious and mifchievous tricks, which he was taught 
by his father, a noted Alguazil!’”’ “ Barbers, fhoemakers, tay- 
lors, butchers, and Alguazils !”’ cried old Carrera.‘ So thefe 
are the fchool connections who are to promote my fon’s advance- 
ment in life. Ihave got enough of your great fchools. I 2go 
has learned nothing there, but to be vicious and ignoran., and 
has got a fet of companions more likely to deprefs than raife him, 
Back to this fchool he fhall not return. 

Sandoval kept his word, many of his friends remonftrated and 
attempted to alter his refolution ; but he invariably told them 
that he wifhed to breed Diego at leait an honeft and ufeful citi- 
zen ; not to qualify him for a highwayman, a gambler, or court 
fy cophant ; ; that his firit care fhould therefore be to make him 
unlearn completely what had been too deeply impreffed upon his 
mind by the inftructions of the great fchool, and he added with 
earneftnefs and folemnity, let no parent of common fenfe trutt 
his children among a promifcuous crowd of other boys to be edu- 

cated, unlefs they are continually either under his own eye, or 
under the care of a trulty governor, able and willing to reftraia 
their vicious exceffes. 





WHIMSICAL DISTRESSES or aw ATTEMPT 
go mAkKE BREAD. 


O you know Mr. Urban, that Iam in the high road to be 

ruined by economy ? Never did a poor man pay fo dear in 

order to fave money 5 ; and it is all 6wing to the cry that you and 

others have fet up about fearcity, th rat Tam fairly driven out 

of my own houfe, and am the laughing ftock of all my neigh- 
bours. 

You muft know that I have the good fortune to enjoy the beit 
wife in the world. She is a pattern to all her acqaintance 
She looks into every thing, herfelf, is quite notable, a great ma- 
Mager; an excellent. market-w oman, and knows the cheapeft 


‘thop in town for every article that we want. This is not only 


a great comfort as well as faving to ourfelves, but a great conve- 
nience to our friends ; for, when any of them want to buy a 
gown, ora pound of raifins, they are fure aot only to confult 
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my wife, but to take her with them for fear that they fhould be 
impofed upon ; and the kind foul is every day upon her feet 
trudging into the city with one friend or another, becaufe real- 
ly in thecity things may be bought for almoft half price ; and 
this I can affure you, is true from the extraordinary bargains 
that fhe conftantly makes. 

But Mr. Urban, to my misfortunes. I need not tell you, fir 
who have fo well defcribedthe prefent fearcity, that every feeling 
heart is anxious to leffen the confumption of wheat, and to make 
as greata faving as poflible of bread in thefe hard times. The 
number of fubftitutes for flour which have been fuggefted by 
the ingenious Sir ohn Sinclair, Prefident of the board of Agri- 
cukure, and others ftruck my wife very forcibly. ‘ Dear me!” 
fhe faid one morning at breakfaft—« how fimple the receipt is! 
—Juft one half flour, and one half potatoes.—I declare 1 will 
try it—and then we hall make our own bread, and what a fav- 
ing that willbe! It is but having a little caft Iron oven put up 
at the fide of the kitchen grate, and it will be the moft conveni- 
ent and handy thing in the world—it will bake a pye, or a few 
tarts upon occafien ; and yon know, my love, it will keep your 
leg of mutton hot and comfortable any time that you fhould 
happen to be detained at Lloyd’s. What do you think of it 
my dear ?”? I never have an opinion of my own uponany fubjeét 
of this kind. My wife is fovereign out of the counting-houfe, 
which is my only territory. “ My dear,’”’ fays I—** you know 
beft. . It is furely the duty of every one to leflen the confumpti- 
on of wheat; and if you think a mixed bread will anfwer I would 
have you try it; but, my love, might you net make your expe- 
riment, and fend the loaf tothe bakehoufe, and not buy an 
oven till you fee how it anfwers?”? Oh dear, no, by no means ; 
now that is always your way. My God! truft a baker with an 
experiment when he is to be deprived of our cuftom if it fucceeds! 
No, I thank you. Why, he would burn it on purpofe.” There 
is no arguing with my wife fhe is foclever ; and, befides, when 
once fhe takes up a thing, fhe finds out fo many advantages in a 
minute, that did not {trike her at firft, that the fecond reafons 
are often more forcible than the original inducement. ‘This was 
precifely the cafe about the little calt j iron oven; it was thought 
of only for the fake of the potatoe-bread ; but fucha variety of 
ufes for an oven came crowding upon her mind, that fhe won- 
dered how we had ever been able to go on without an oven.— 
An oven would fave itfelf in two months in the expence of fuel; 
for fhe declared for her own part that fhe liked baked meat as 
well as roaft, and whenever I dined out, the and the children 
could do very well with a bit of a_beef-fleak pie, or a baked 
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fhoulder of mutton ; and, befides, a caft-iron oven was no ex- 
pence—She faw one fold at an auction for a couple of guineas, 
and fhe knew the broker that bought it ; he lived in Moorfields 
for fhe often dealt with him.”—I did not fay a word more. 

When I came home to dinner, my wife told me with great joy 
that fhe had got the oven, and the bricklayer was coming in the 
morning to fet it ; and the had only paid two guineas and a half 
and it was as goodas new. There was nota fingle crack about 
it, and it was quite charming. There wasonly one thing that 
he did not know how to manage—there was not room by the fide 
of the fire for the oven, without removing the beiler. But the 
was fure, if the bricklayer had not been an afs, he might have 
contrived it fomehew. But, hang the copper, it was not want- 
ed often; it might be put up in the little back cellar under the 
counting houfe. It would be eafy the bricklayer faid to carry 
up aflue. I faw the had fettled the whole plan, and fhe enter- 
tained me during dinner with the preparations fhe had made for 
our new bread. She was fure, fhe faid, that potatoes would be 
dear, becaufe every body was going to eat them, and fhe had 
therefore the precaution to buy in as many as fhe thought would 
ferve us for the winter. ** Good God! my de-r they will fpoil. 
Where can you keep them?’ “1 warrant you I’il find room,” 
faid the 5 *¢ and as to their fpoiling, I'll anfwer for them. How 
= I preferve pears till the month of June ? and furely they are 

ore delicate than potatoes.”” I know how clever my wife is at 
thefe things. Her preferves are excellent, and there is not a 
week but fome of our friends are not forced to fend to us for a 
pot or two, when their own are all fpoihe ; and my wife always 
takes eare to have enough on that very account. 

Well, Sir, next day my wife begged of me to dine at the cof- 
Siahvalts becaufe I etal the kitchen would be quite taken up 
with the bricklayer; and the was determined to lofe no time, for 
fhe would have a loaf ready to put in as foon as the oven was fet. 
Well, Sir, I went to Slaughter’ s Coffee-houfe, and told my friends 
how neceflary it was for every body to fet an example, in thefe 
hard times, of eating a mixed bread, and that I had determined 
to introduce itin my own fai mily. Indeed, I faid my wife was 
actually about it. “ Aye, Mr. Cakeling, faid a neighbour, you 
are the man to lead us the way ; you havea wife that knows how 
to do every thing. I'll be bownd that the makes bread fit tora 
prince if the fets about it.’’ This is the way, Mr. Urban, that 
atl my friends fpeak about my wife, the has got fuch a name for 
elevernefs. So I went home quite full of our new bread—No— 
quite elated I mean—for oh, Mr. Urban, tothis day, and it is 
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fix weeks ago. fince we began to bake, I have not got a belly-full 
of home-made bread. 

I wif I had time to go through all our experiments. One 
time ourloaf would not rife—another time it would not come 
eut—it fuck fait to the bottom—it wanted falt, it had too much 
falt-—it was too wet, it was too dry! it was fometimes quite 
dough, but in general it was burnt toacinder. It went on this 
way for the firit weck ; my wife and I could not difcover the 
reafon. We had tried potatoes in every way ; we had boiled 
thei, mefhed them, pulverifed them, poured water after water 
ever them to make them white : we had reduced ( I fay we, for 
being a national objet, I-was happy to take a part ; befides I 
own, I was a little on the alert, for I had promifed my friends 
at Slaughter’s to bring them a loaf ) we had reduced zolbs. of 
potatoes to 2, and ‘had made excellent ftarch of it, though we 
could not make bread. We had confumed half the ftock of pota- 
toes that was to ferve us all winter, without getting a fingle loaf 
that was eatable. My wife cried for vexation. She was fure 
there muft be fomething in the matter that we did not dream of 
for the knew as well howto make bread as any baker in En- 
gland; but fhe would find it out before fhe flept. 

An old baker, who had now turned flour factor, of our ac- 
quaintance, was called in, not becaufe the did not know, as well 
as any baker, in England, how to make bread: but there might 
be fome knack in managing the oven, that fhe was unacquaint- 
ed with—fomething in the way of heating it—or of putting the 
bread in it—or of taking it out. In fhort, for once the would 
take advice. ‘* Lord, ma’am,”’ fays the floor factor,”’ “ it is no 
wonder you could not fucceed—why, ma’am, you have got one 
of thofe kickthaw iron ovens. Lord blefs you ! they dont an- 
fwer, they’d burn all the bread in the world before they ’d bake 
it. There’s no doing any good with an iron oven.” My wife 
was ftruck dumb, but yet fhe was fatisfied. She was com- 
pletely acquitted—the fault did not lie with her; but, however, 
wt would be eafy to alter it, a fmall oven might be built for 
a mere trifle on the good old plan; and an oven I accordingly 

ot. 

But mark the confequences. The kitchen chimney was torn 
down, and fomehow or other the flue was injured. It was im- 
poffible to live in it for fmoke. My maid gave us warning, the 
could not live in it ;* and I was forced to dine at the coffee houfe 
every day. My wife, however, is a vroman of refource, She 
applied to.an ingenious mechanic, who has great fill in chim- 
neys. ‘This man has invented a fine apparatus for a kitchea. 
Fe has a range that does every thing— it boils, roaits, ftews, and 
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bakes, all by the fame fire; and the expence is nothing, for it 
faves itfelf in fire a twelvemonth.. Nothing would fatisfy my 
wife but to havea new fafhioned range ; and accordingly at an 
expence of more than sol. I have got my kitchen metamorpho- 
fed; and i am making mixed bread at no allowance. 


My wife has got int fs the way. This caft iron oven onthe 


new plan fucceeds to a miracle ; and I fhould be quite happy if 
it were not ra the expence. But really Mr. Urban, there 6 
nothing fo dear as ceconomy. I calculate that every quartern- 
loaf of bread, which I make, cofts me half a crown; and this is 
not the worlt of it. Sometimes we all get the gripes into the 
bargain. I believe that my apothecary’ s bill will come to a 
go \d round fum for counte racting the effects of the ftaft of life, 

I do wot afcribe this to my wife; no, Sir fhe is the beft wo- 
man upon earth ; but you know it was natural that fhe fhould 
try all mixtures. So one day we had wheat and barley, and 
that gave us the dyfentery. The next we had a mixture of 
oatmeal, and that put our blood into a fever; on the third we 
had potatoe bread, and then we had indigeftion, In fhort, with- 
out ‘cnowing at firlt the reafon, we have all been unwell ; have all 
had occafion. for the apethecary.. And we are all beginning 
again, without venturing, however, to fay fo, to with for plaia 
old. houfhold bread from the baker. 

My neighbours have fomehow or another foundthis out ; and 
I am truly to be pitied. They atk me jeeringly how many hua, 
dred wel ght of potatoes go to a quartern-loaf ; and the very flour 
factor that my wife called in faid to my face, at the Lhn igbou: n 
Ward Coffee-houfe, that if this faving plan went on, all the flour 
in the kingdom would be waited ; and, to tell you the truth, [ 
begin to think fo. 
Gear. Mag. CuerstopyHer CAKkeELine, 





Aurcvore of Mr. LAVATER. 

R. LAV AT ER having afferted in the fecond part of his 
N treatife upon Phyfiognomy, that fhoemakers generally 
have a iickly appearance and weak conftitutions, and that at 
Zurich, of twenty four Children born of parents exercifing that 
profeflion, feven only were boys. About five or fix years ago, all 
the fhoemakers of that place rofe up againft him. They: affem- 
bled in a tumultuous manner; Mr. Lavater in order to appeafe 
them, «was-obliged to declare publicly that he had been deceived 
and that the proportion was twenty eight males to thirty females. 
To give the fociety a more permanent teftimony of his affeétion 
he begged that he are ‘te allowed to {land god-father to all 
the male children which thoald-be-born to mafters. This requeft 
produced a perfect reconciliation. Original 
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For the Literary Mufeamn. 
A New Masonic Sona. 


W HEN the fun from the eaft firft falutes mortal eyes, 
» And the ‘ky-lark melodioufly bids us arife, 

With our hearts full of joy we the fummons obey, 

Strait repair to our work and to moiften our clay. 


In the weft ftands a pillar both’noble and grand, 

Whofe foundation was laid by our Grand Mafter’s hand; 
Its joints are cemented, and love fhall infpire, 
And remaitt when the world is confumed by fire. 


On the Tretle behold our Great Archite¢t’s plan, 
Whofe fymbolic meaning no Cowan can fcan, 

No model on earth is fo lovely to view, 

Each line is fo perfe&, each angle fo true. 


Fellow-Crafts and Apprentices lay down your tools, 
Withdraw for a while fhow refpedt to our rules, 
We fhall call you again at our Matfter’s command, 
For there are but few workmen this part underftand. 


'To order the word came, to work let’s repare, 
Some handle the level fome handle the fquare, 
Whien our Matter commands, then obedience we'll fhow, 
And ne’er take offence when he gives us the blow. 
There’s a pillar unfinith’d, come all lend a hand, 
To the Eaft let us bring it for there it muft fland; 
A myttical term on the fame lets indent, 
For this is our Grand-mafter’s wil] and confeut. 


The thaft of a pillar extens on a line, 
Until the pedettle unto it we join, 
Then firmly cement it and raife it again, 
Bring it back to the Weft and there let it remain. 
Full regular angles the fame mutt contain, 
Which true hearted Brothers alone can explain, 
But they fay ’tis h'gh twelve, fo the curtain we'll draw, 
For it does not become me to tell all I faw. 


A Thoughs 
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A Txovcar ON THE VICISSITUDES OF THE SEASONS. 


HERE, fweetly fad, and querulous, among 
The verdant boughs, the nightingale complains, 
Or integrates his loud nocturnal fong 
To fighing zephyrs, and defcending rains;— 
I wander forth the peafive child of grief, 
And catch the dew-drops as they tremble nigh; 
Hear the till cadence of the dropping leaf, 
And watch the moon that filvers o’er the fky: 


Obferve the radient planets as they roll ; 
Admire the conitcHatiens that arife, 

And fondly urge, upon my ravifh’d foul, 
That man was born t’inveitigate the fkies. 


The obvious laws of Nature to unfold ; 
To watch the arying feafons as they pafs¢ 
To fay why landfcapes glow at noon with gold; 
At night, why fhadows darken o’er the grafs: 


Why Nature, that in Spring fo cheerful feems, 
In fummer boaits fuch gaudinefs of dyes; 

In autumn fuch vivacities of gleams ; 
In winter fuch a gloominefs of {kies. 


Are objets worthy of our higheft care : 
A daty too tnpofed on us by Heav’n; 
And teach us how to value what we are, 
By what to others has before been giv’n. 


Spring is the type of youth, unripe, and gay; 
But Summer boatts a more contirm’d eftate: 


Maturer autumn gently fades away 5 
And winter’s chilly blafts eonclude our fate. 





TUESDAY; or THE DITTY. 


BY MR. GRAY. 


OUNG Colin Clout, a lad of peerlefs meed, 
Full well could dance, and deftly tune the reed; 
In every wood his carrols {weet were known, 
At ev’ry wake his nimble feats were fhown. 
When in the ring the ruitic routs he threw, 
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The damfels’ pleafures with his conquefts grew9 
Or when aflant the cudgel threats his head, 
His danger {mites the breaft of ev’ry maid, 
But chief of Marian. Marian lov’d the fwain, 
The parfon’s maid, and neateft of the plain; 
Marian, that foft could ftroke the udder’d cow, 
Or leffen with her fieve the barley-mow ; 
Marbled with fage the hard’ning cheefe the prefs’d, 
And yellow butter Marian’s' {kill confefs’d ; 
But Marian now devoid of country cares, 
Nor yellow butter nor fage cheefe prepares, 
Yor yearning love the witlefs maid employs, 

nd love, fay fwains, all bufy heed deftroys, 

alin makes mock atall her piteous ‘mart, 
A lafs that Cic’ly hight had won his heart, 
Cic’ly the wettern lafs that tends the kee, 
The rival of the parfon’s maid was the, 
In dreary fhade now Marian lies along, 
And mixt with fighs thus wails in plaining fong: 
Ah! woful day! ah woful noon and morn! 
When firft by thee my younglings white were thorn, 
Then firft I ween, I cait a lover’s eye, 
My theep were filly, but more filly I. 
Beneath the fhears they felt no lafting fmart ; 
They loft but fleeces, while I loft a heart. 


Ah, Colin canft thou leave thy fweet-heart true? 
What I have done for thee will Cic’ly do? 

Will the thy linen wafh or hofen darn, 

And knit thee gloves made of her own fpun yarn? 
Will the with houfewife’s hand provide thy meat, 
And ev’ry Sunday morn thy neckcloth plait? 
Which o’er thy kerfy doublet fpreading wide, 
In fervice-time drew Cic’ly’s eyes atide. 
Where’er I gad I cannot hide my care, 

My new difafters in my look appear. 

White as the curd my ruddy cheek is grown, 

So thin my features that I’m hardly known; 
Our neighbours tell me oft in joking talk 

Of afhes, leather, oatmeal, bran and chalk; 
Unwittingly of Marian they divine, | 

And witt not that with thoughtful love I pine: 
Yet Colin Clout, untoward thepherd fwain, 


Walks whittling blithe, while pitiful I plaia. 














Or 
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Whilom with thee ’twas Marian’s dear delight 
To moil all day, and merry make at night. : 
If in the foil you guitte the crooked fhare, } 
Your early breakfaft is my conftant care ; 
And when witlr even hand you flrove the grain, 

I fright the thievith rooks from off the plain. : 
In miflin days when I my threfher heard, 
With nappy beer I to the barn repair’d; 

Loft in the mutic of the whirling flail. 

To gaze on thee I left the fmoking pail ; 

In harveft, when the fun was mounted high, ° 

My leathern bottle did thy drought fupply ; 

Whene’er you mow’d I follow’d with the rake, - 

And have full oft’ been fun-burnt for thy fake: tig 

When in the welkin gathering fhow’rs were feen, 

I lagg’d the laft with Colin on the green; 

And when at eve returning with thy car, 

Awaiting hear’d the jingling bells from far; 

Sraight on the fire the footy pot I plac’d, 

To warm thy broth I burnt my hands for hatte, 

When hungry thou ftood ftaring lifte an oaf, 

I flic’d the luncheon from the barley loaf, 

With crumbled bread I thicken’d well thy mefs, 

Ah! love me more or love thy pottage lefs ! 


Laft Friday’s eve, when as the fun was fet, 
1 near yon ftile, three fallow gypfies met: 
Upon my hand they caft a poring look, 
Bid me beware, and thrice their head they fhook ; 
They faid that many croffes I muft prove, 
Some in my worldly gain, but moft in love. 
Next morn I mifs’d three hens and our old cock, 
And off the hedge two pinners and a fmock. 
I bore thefe loTes with a chriftian mind, 
And no mifhaps could feel while thou wert kinds. 
But fince alas! I grew my Colin’s fcorn, 

know no pleafure night, or noon, or morn. 
Help me ye gypfies! bring him home again, 
And to a conitant lafs give back her fwain. 


Have not I fate with thee full many a night, 
When dying embers were our only light, 
When ev’ry creature did in flumber liz, 
Belides our cat, my Colin Clout and I? 

No troublous thoughts the cat or Colin moves 
While I alone am kept awake by love. 


Yz Remembe" 
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Remember Colin when at laft year’s wake, 

I bought the coftly prefent for thy fake, 
Couldft thow fpell o’er the pofie on thy knife, 
And with another change thy ftate of life? 
If thou forgett’{t, k wot, 1 can repeat, 

My memory can tell the verfe fo fweet. 

As this is grav’d upon this knife of thine, 
So is thy image on this heart of mine. 

But woe is me fuch prefents lucklefs prove, 
For knives they tell me always fever love. 





TO MY CANDLE. 


By PETER PINDAR. 


Ap rou lone companion of the fpetred night 
I wake amid thy friendly watchful night, 
To fteal a precious hour from lifelefs leep— 
Hark, the wild uproar of the winds! and hark 
Hell’s genius roams the regions of the dark, 
And {wells the thund’ring horrors of the Deep. 
From cloud to cleud the pale moon hurrying flies; 
Now blacken’d, and now flafhing through his fkies. 
But all is filent here-—beneath thy beam, 
I own I labour for the voice of praife— 
For who would fink in dull oblivion’s ftream? 
Who would not live in fongs of diftant days? 


Thus while I wond’ring paufe o’er SHAKESPERE’S page, 
I mark in vifions of delight, the Sace, 
High o’er the wrecks of man, who ftands fublime; 
A Cotvumn in the mealancholy watte, 
(Its cities humbled, and its glories paft) 
Majettic mid tlre folitude of Time. 
Yet now to fadnefs let me yield the hour— 
Yes, let the tears of pureft friendthip fhow’r, 
I view, alas! what ne’er fhould die, 
A form that wakes my deepeft figh; 
A form that feels of Death the leaden fleepwne 
Defcending tg the realms of thade, 
I view a pale-+¥y’d penting maid; 
I fee the Virtues o’er their fav’rite weeps 
Ah! could the Mufe’s fimple pray’r 
Command the envied trump of Fame, 
Oblivion fhould Eliza fpare: 
A world fhould echo with her name. 
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Art thou departing too my trembling friend? 
Ah! draws thy little luftre to its end? 
Yes, on thy frame, Fate too fhall fix her {eal 
© let me peniive, watch thy pale decay: 
How faft that frame, fo tender wears away! 
How fait thy life the reftlefs minutes fteal! 


How flender now, alas! thy thread of fire! 
Ah, falling, falling, ready to expire! 
In vain thy ftruggles—all will foon be o’er—— 
At life thou fnatcheft with an eager leap: $ 
Now round I fee thy flame fo feeble creep, 
Faint, lefs’ning, quiv’ring, glimm’ring—now no more$ 
Thus thall the fons of fcience fink away, 
And thus of beauty fade the faireft flow’r— ey 
For where’s the Giant who to Time fha!l fay, 
“ Deitructive Tyrant, I arreft thy pow’r?” 





VERSES, 


Br ene cata Wirsztam SHenstone. 


’ IS faid that under diftant fkies 
(Nor you the fact deny, ) 
What firft attracts an Indian’s eyes, 
Becomes his deity. 
Perhaps a lilly, or a rofe, 
That fhares the morning’s ray, 
May to the wakning fwain difclofe, 
The regent of the day 
Perhaps a plant in yonder grove, 
Or fome rich fragrant flow’r, 
May tempt his vagrant eyes to rove, 
Where blooms the fov’reign pow’r. 


Perch’d on the cedar’s topmoft boughs 
And gay with gilded wings, 
Perchance the patron of his vow, 
Some artlefs linnet fings. 


Vain futile idols, bird or flow’r, 
To tempt a vot’ry’s pray’r! . 
How would his humble homage tow’r; 
Should he behold my fair? 
Yes—-might the pagan’s waking'eyes, 
O’er Flavia’s beauty range! 
He there would fix his lafling choice, 
Nor dare nor wifh to change 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 
LONDON Feb. 11. 


A letter from Naples dated January 16, fays, a large French 
fhip, armed en flute, loaded with cordage and all kinds of naval 
ftores from Breft to Toulon, was lately captured within ro leagues 
») of the latter port by an Algerine Corfair, after an obitinate and 
~ bloody conteft, which lafted four hours and 20 minutes, and 
carried her into Algiers. The French fought well, and thewed 
a deal of naval {kill during the aétion. The pirates were feveral 


cups in attempting to board, and vaft numbers of them 
t 











cu ieces ; neverthelefs thofe fanguinary freebooters fought 
with Unrelfifting fury, that notwithitanding every exertion that 
poffibly could be made to prévent a boarding, they at lait effect- 
ed their purpofe, when a freth {cene of carnage began upon decks 
and continued fore and aft, for upwards of half an hour, with 
{fwords, piftols, and lances, till the French were « *:rpowered 
and obliged to yield, It is faid that the Algerines loft above 
half their crew, killed and wounded ; among the former were 
moft of her quarter deck officers; what is remarkable, the"cap- 
tain had his night hand carried away by a cannon ball, with his 
fabre init. His body was wounded'in three different places, 
yet this undaunted barbarian kept the deck, till the aétion was 
overand was alive when they reached Algiers. 

«P.S. It is currently reported here that the Dey of Al- 
giers has declared war againft France and Spain, and that feveral 
ftout cruizers have lately failed together from that port, manned 
with numerous crews of defperate ruffians. People alfo fay the 
command of this fleet is given to Ali Cherr, a fellow of invincible 
courage, very bold and daring. This man has fought furprif- 
ing battles, and was a general terror to the Spaniards in their 
late war with Spain, not only at fea, but alfo on fhore, for he 
would cften land upon their coaft with a crew full as refolute as 
himfelf, and in fpite of all refiftance, carry off the inhabitants, 
plunder and lay wafte whole villages.” 

Feb. 14. ‘ 

Mr. Pinckney, the American Minifter at Paris, having re- 
ecived orders to quit the. territories of the French Republic, has 
actually taken his departure accordingly. War between thefe 
two powers may, therefore be confidered as inevitable. 

The very long details of the confpiracy now brought to light 
would far exceed our limits. We have felected all the _moft im- 

on : i portant 
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portant faéts, and feveral of the official papers refpetting it ¢ 
and from thefe our readers will be enabled to form an idea of the. 
nature and extent of this confpiracy, which feemed te threaten 
the exiitence of the prefent government of France. 20 perfons 
have been arrefted as concerned im the plot, and thefe are to be 
tried by a military commiffion. 

The marquis del Campo the Spanith embaflador at Paris and 
Tallien, with other members of the councils, are implicated by 
one Poly, an arrelted agent, as having a correfpondence with the 
commifhioners of Louis XVILI. ‘This plot had for its object 


the re-eftablifhment of royalty ; and commiffioners had been ap- 


pointed by Louis XVIII, to aét for him at Paris. The papere 
itate that city to be now tranquil. } 
February 15. , 
We laft night received Paris papers, by exprefs, to the 1th 
int. ‘Thefe contain an official letter from Buonaparte, dated on 
the 1ft inft. from Bolongna, which ftatés, that part of his army 
had reached Trent, where it found 2000 fick Auttrians commit- 
ted to their humanity. 
In this letter Buonaparte mentions nothing refpeGting Mantua 


but Gen. Beaumont ftates on the 2d from Riverol, that Mantua” 


was in poffeflion of the French; and on the 11th inft. the ac- 
count of its capture was officially announced to the council of 
Five Hundred, by a meffage of the Directory. This meflage 
further ftates, that the French troops had entered the territory 
of the Pope, and entirely defeated the forces of his holinefs. L’- 
Fclair of the 12th itates, that Buonaparte was purfuing his march 
to Rome. 

On the fatal confequences tothe general caufe of the furren- 


der of Mantua to the French, we are at prefent equally unwilling” 


and unable to fpeculate. 
Feb. 16. 

This morning a meffenger arrived with difpatehes from Vien- 
na, dated on the 27th ult. The official details of the late de- 
feats in Italy had then been received by the Emperor. The 
lofs on both fides in the late actions had been very great, but by 
no means on the part of the Auftrians to the extent, as has 
already been flated, reprefented by the French generals. The 
miffing Auftrians were returning in confiderable numbers to their 
ftandards. 

It has been determined by the'cabinet ,of Vienna, that gen. 
Alvinzy thould be infantly recalled. 


‘The emperor, upon the receipt of the intelligence of the late 
misfortunes of Italy, immediately gave orders that large rein- 


forcementa fhould march thither; and it was generally et 
at 











"of Tripoli. 
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that the arch-duke Charles would immediately take upon him the. 
command of the Auftrian forces in Italy. 
PARIS, Feb. 3. 

Orders have been fent to Breft to fit out 20 fail of the line 
as expeditioufly as poflible ; but the ftore houfes are nearly emp- 
ty and in want of neceflaries to repair the damage fuftained in 
the expedition to Ireland. 

Admiral Richery is on his way to Paris, to which place he is 
fummoned. 

Hoche is fet out to take the command of the Sambre and 
Meufe army. A council of war will be held to fettle the plan 
of operations for the enfuing campaign. 

meffenger is difpatched to arreft an ecclefiaftic of note, at 
20 Teagues from this city, who is fuppofed to bea principal agent 
in the confpiracy. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE 


PROVIDENCE (R. I.) March. 25. 

Yefterday morning the founders at Hope Furnace, in the 
vicinity of this town, completed the cafting of 128 cannon (32 
and 24 pounders) contracted for by the United States ; 19 of 
them remain to be bored, and 33 to be proved. The whole, it 
is expected, will be finifhed and ready for delivery, within 30 days. 
They are pronounced, by competent judges, to be fuperior to 
any hitherto caft within the United States, and no way inferior 
to thofe produced from the beft European foundaries. 

MIDDL ETOWN, [Con.] March 24. 

On Saturday laft, the lightning ftruck ahoufe in Haddam in 
which were 15 perfons, it entered the roof and defcended the lower 
floor. Mr. James Tyler was inftantly killed, and fome others flun- 
ned to the degree that they appeared lifelels for fome time. 

PHILADELPHIA, April 4 

It is faid that Captain O’brien from Lifh , has brought the 

treaty of peace concluded between the United States and the Dey 


MARRIAGES. 

Philadelphia. Mr. George Brewer Jun. to Mifs Rachael Teft, 
Mr. John M’ Bride, to Milfs Mary Nath. 
Mr. Andrew Buchanan to Mifs M’ Kean. 
Capt. C. Clay, to Mifs Eliza Williams. 

Eafechzler. Mr. John Smith, Efq. to Mifls Eliza Smith. 

DEATHS. 

Philadelphia. Mr. John Palmer, in the 81ft year of his Ages 

At his feat, on the 2d init. Mr. James Delaplain, 








